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TRANSLATOE'S PREFACE. 



I HAVE translated this little work in the 
hope that an English version of it will he 
acceptable to the English public. 

Until lately indeed few might have cared 
to read it. The Crimea was, so to speak, an 
unknown land. But now the names of its 
towns and its rivers, its heights and its 
plains, have become familiar in our mouths as 
household words ; and many will, I think, be 
interested by a description of the country as it 
appeared in 1761 to the envoy of Frederick 
the Great, and by an account of the Tartar 
sovereign, Krim-Girai. 

I know that this translation has many de- 
fects, but I believe that it renders faithfully, 
though not literally, the meaning of the 
original. 

"W. G. C. Eliot. 

Berlin, Oct. 26, 1855. 



AUTHOR'S PKEFACE. 



Thk history of the Crimea, ae depicted in the 
Ibilowing hiatorical narrative of the great 
Klian's life, shows in a remarkable manner 
how natural and unavoidable a struggle be- 
tween that coimtry and RiiRsia appeared even 
in former times. 

It had already occurred to Frederick the 
Great to form in the ('rimea a centre of action 
against the power of Rnssia, and he liad been 
encouraged in this line of conduct by the 
admiration expressed for liim hy Krim-Oirai, 
the wonderful eon of nature, who, irresistibly 
attracted by tlie cliarms of Western civilisa- 
tion, sent an embassy to express bis feelings to 
the Prussian monarch. 

This event took place at one of the most 
critical periods of t)ie Seven Years* War, and 
Frederick con sidered the turn which the 
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Tartars would give to affairs sufficientlj im- 
jtortant tci warrant his sending a young officer, 
the Baron Alexander von Golz, to the Crimea 
on a mission to Krim-Girai. 

Frederick not onij wished to excite tlie 
jiowerful Khan to invade Rnnsia with liia 
savage hordes, but also hoped hy ihesB means 
to induce the Porte, whioh hud hitherto been 
opposed to entering into alliance with Prus- 
sia, to commence active hostilities against 
RuRsia. 

The Prussian policy upon this ocoasion, 
which waB t!ie real beginning of the Eastern 
complications, and in which Prussia, with a 
due sense of her ncwly-act|^iiired position in 
Em-ope, took a surticient]y active part, seems 
to liave lieen somewhat ambiguous; for while 
Frederick the Great, harassed by the events 
of the Seven Years* War, was, with his far- 
seeing policy, desirous of kindling war in that 
quarter between Russia and the Porte, be not 
long afterwards, in order to produce a counter- 
action against Austria, thought it necessary 
to iniroduce Russian mfluence into Germany, 
as i have endeavoured to show more at large 
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ill my work entitled ' The Struggle for the 
Black Sea; 

Tlie light which thin episode throws upon 
the affaira of Europe, entangled as thoy arc 
with those of the East, in of itself sufficient to 
justify tliis v\c\r. 

In addition to many other reliable sources, 
I have drawn from the authentic accuiuits 
of the Prussian LicTitenatit Golz's diplomatic 
mission to the Crimea. 

The lively Memoirs of the French Baron 
Tutt have rendered good service for the second 
part of this narrative. He accompanied the 
great Krim-Girai in that terrible campaign 
iu New Scrvia with which the Tartar Khau 
deemed it necessary, IxaviTig been named Com- 
niandcr-in-chief by the Porte, to commence 
hosrihties against Ruf<eia — a war which 
Sultin MiistaphfL III. cotald only be induced 
to undertake iu consequence of Ids griuf for 
the fate of Poland. 

May these retroepective glances meet with 
a favourable reception from the reader, as 
well on account of their intrinsic interest as 
of tlie relation they bear to the present war. 
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In the month of October, 1761, when Frede- 
rick tibe Great, King of Prussia, was en- 
camped at Strelilcn, suiTonnded on every side 
by increasinjs^ difficulties and embarrassraents, 
it was suddenly reported in the camp that 
an embassy from the Khan of Tartary had 
arrived in tho nc-ighhourhood for the pur- 
pose of offering assistance, which would be 
most acceptable to the King in hia present 
position. 

There soou appeared in the camp a long 
procession, consisting of persons fantastically 
dressed in Oriental costumes. They were 
received by one of the King's aides-de-camp, 
and, at their own re<iuest, made known by 
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EMBASSY FROM THE KUAN. 



the interpreter wlio accompanied them, con* 
ducted to tlio farm-liouae at Woiselnitz, whe 
Frederick was lesiding. 

His Majefity, who had just bad reason 
deplore the defeat of Scheidnitz, and liad al 
received intelligence of the siege of Colberg, 
t*>^vn iuPomerania, by the Russians, was in that' 
frame of mind when every freeb-apiiearing 
ray of liglit seems to he a pledge of a hriglite 
future, and is followed with confidence am 
ardour. 

"With feelings thus favoiwably disposed, 
the King gaxed on the caftaned erahassy, 
whoso fortjign and strange appearance pr 
voked the satirical smiles of the surrouudiu 
generals. 

He watebed the strangers camestly, and, 
with the most friendly welcome, invited the 
man who etiond in advance, and who seemed, 
bv his tjpecia] magnificence, to be the envoy, 
to declare the object of his miBsion. 

How astoiiifihed was Frederick when t 
Ambassador from the Crimea btgan in high! 
florid terras, faithfully rendered by the inter- 
preter, to cxpreEH the g'ood wiwhes and mdw 
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A BAEBKR-AMBASSABOa. 



I tations of his sovereign, the great and wise 
H Krim-Girai, Khan of the Crimea and of all 
H European Tartars ! He at the same time an- 
nounced his own name and rank, as also his 
^ diplomatic quality. 
" His name, he said, was Muatapha Aga ; and 

■ he frankly confeened with pride that he was 
H the Khan's barber, and that it was in this 
H important post at the Court of Bakschi- 
H Serai that he had gained that cciufideiice to 
H which he owed hia selection for tho mission 
W to the Oero-King of Prussia, the object 

of the Khan's greatest admiration and veue- 
Tfttion. 

I A sunny gleam of that humour Avho§e 
charm fmrpassed even that of his masterspirit, 
and which so oft«n in hapjiier liajs phived 
arotmil the King's countenance, now deeply 
fuiTowed by the latt events of the war, once 
more appeared. Resisting all temptation to in- 

■ dulge in the jest which hovered on his lips, he 
turned to his generals and gravely remarked 
Uiat there was no cause for astonishment 
at seeing a barber act as diplomatist, since 
there was no nobility or persoual rank among 
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HIS CREDENTIALS. 



Eastern nations, and the mau who sliaveJ his 
master might easily be found -worthy to pos- 
Beas his confidence and represent him in the 
most important affairs.* J 

III the meanwhile Mustapha Aga had takeK 
from an attendant a document signed with th 
great seal, and, kneeling before the monarci 
had presented it to him. 

Pi-ederick received it giaciously, and un- 
folded it with curiosity. It was tlie credeutia 
Prom this document the King learned t 
nature of the miesion. He found hims' 
overwhelmed with compliments, aud.honom"ed 
with a formal offer, conveyed in language 
figurative as to call forth a smile, of a Tartan 
Prussian alliance. For a pecuniary contdder*' 
ation to be subsequently fixed, Krim-Gir 
projjosed to place sixteen thousand Tartars 
the King's disjjoeal. 

The King appeared much pleased with the 
proposals, and expresacd to the barber, w 
with iutelhgent and piercing glances wattrli 
every turn of his countenance, the assuraa 
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C\iM: 1. RkSK AND mOGRESS OF THE KBAN- 



of his acceptance of tliem, and the gratitude 
he I'elt towards Krim-Girai, the glorious and 
heroic occupant, of a barbaric Uirone, who had 
already given so many proofs of an enlight- 
ened mind, bad devoted himself to great un- 
dertakings, and had shown himself anxions 
for the welfare of the West. 

For the barbtT'e sovereign was that same 
Kriin-Girai who had in 17D0, while only 
Seraskicr of the Budscliiak Tartars, sent an 
embassy to Berlin to express the friendshiii 
and admiration with which the son of nature, 
in the distant unknoTvn steppes of the 
Crimea, felt his heart beat for the PrusBiau 
hero, who was fighting against the half of 
Europe. 

Since that time ho had been raised to the 
throne by the rebellious tribe of the Noghai 
Tariiirs, and been made Khan of the Crimea. 
He now IiL-Id a prominent place in the far- 
SGcing calculations of I'rcderick, who deeired 
to raise up as many powers as he could 
against hie enemy. When the King, in the 
year 1755, caused renewed attempts to be 
made at Constantinople to conclude a treaty 
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of alliauce between Turkc-}' and Prussia, which 
had already been proposed, he charged his 
envoy to turn his attention to that wonderful 
Tauric Peninsula, and to inquire into the real 
opinions of his admired Krim-fiirm. 

The real name of this envoy, who had 
formerly been a clorkafc Breslaii, was Uauden, 
but he had assumed the name of Reiin on 
entering tlie diplomatic service. 

At Constantinople M. de Rtfxin had made 
the acquaintance of a mined Dutch student 
of theology, Boskamp by name, who from a 
love of adventui'e had exchanged tlie univer- 
sity for tlie rank of Comet in the " Spleny** 
Austrian Hiisears. Having soon left this 
corps, he resolved to try his luck at Old 
Stambowl, where he was iirat employed aa 
spy and collector of dally g-ossip by the Eng- 
lish AmbasBador, Porter. 

M. dy Resin, to whom he was recommended 
at the Engliah Embassy, took him into his 
service in order to send him as a courier to 
the King, tlieu in Silesia, with the prelimi- 
nary articles of a treaty about to he signed 
between Pruseia and the Porte. 
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At that place he arriTed in the costume of 
a Turk, adopted to attract attention ; he wore 
it with dignity, and plajed his part with 
iindeuiahle adroitness.* 

The KiDg on this occasion learned tlie 
vahie of his Bervices, and upon his return to 
Constantinople, at M, de Resin's suggestion, 
willingly named him his agent at Balcschi- 
Scrai, tlie Court of the clever, cnterjjrising 
Tartar Khan . The mission of the tnisty 
barber was the firat effect of Boskarap's activity 
in the Crimea, working on tlie anti-Russian 
feeling of the Khan, 

FredericTc, notwitli standing the great plca- 
BUre with whicli he had heard the Khan's 
letter ti^anslated by Mustapha Aga, suddenly 
appeared, from the expression which clouded 
his brow, to be perplexed with doubts ahoui 
the raistdon. 

These doubts miglit perliaps have arisen 
in the King's mind, already disturbed and 



Lient«niu)t voii dur Ovls lu <lviu Tata Viaa' trith 'DotilEwiiiv 
digkeitcQ fur die Krlegskunst uod Kriogsgdsclitditc.' Derlln. 
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FREnERICK'S DOUBTS. 



harassed in various way» by the events of the 
last, few yeniB, from the certainly strniigc cir- 
cuiiistaiice that the diplomatic barber wuddenly 
sho^ved himself master of theOerman language. 

This was a display which his Tartaric 
Majesty 'fi barber tlioiight advisable for two 
reasons. In the first place, he wisbed to 
ebow as a dij^lomatiat, that be spoke various 
languages; and in the second place, to prove 
himself better acquainted with, the idiom of 
the Turkish Court (in which the Khan's letter 
was written), and with the corresponding 
German phraseology, than the common run of 
interpreters are. 

The talkative vanity clxaractevistic of bis 
real profession came even more into play, and 
lie now added a few Gcnnan phrases with 
tolerable fluency, iu order to show the King 
that he could hold a conversation in that 
language. 

The Kin g kjtit his brow, and regarded him 
for a moment silently, with a look of doubt. 
Every kind of conjecture floated through his 
mind, and a pecuhar confusion seemed for a 
moment to obscure bis lofty and clear compre- 
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hentaun. He felt aa if bo only saw masks 
before him, vrfao had been suddenly tbruet 
into his presence by a atrotagem of bis enemies 
for the purpose of entangling him by their 
treacherous wiles. 

This mistrust accorded with the impression 
which the theatrical appearance pf the barber 
and Iiis euite bad at first made on him ; 
and he bethought himself of tlie possibility 
of his inventive enemies having craftily dft- 
vieed this coinedy in order to fathom his 
ulterior views, and to procure from himself 
informatiou ooucemiug IiIb iutcutioua cf ex- 
citing- the Turks to make war on Russia, 
which he thought might have been guessed 
by the latter power. 

After a pause the King asked Mustapha, 
who had not ceased speaking German, where 
he had attained tliat readiness so remarkable 
in a native of the Tartaric empire. 

Muslapha smiled witli an uncommonly 
pleased and arch expression of coimtenance, 
and ap{M!!ired to be well disposed to relate the 
adventures of his whole life to the King — 
how be had been taken prisoner as a boy by 
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THE AMGASSADOn WATCHED. Past I. 



the RuBBians, aa far bnek as the Btorming of 
Oczakow, and liow tbe Grand Duke, after- 
wards Peter III,, liad sent liiin to Holstein, 
where he had learned German ; but that not 
being able to resist his desire of revisiting: his 
native country, he had found an opportunity 
to make Ms escape in a ship, on board of which 
the captain received him out of compassion. 

The King- surveyed him with his large 
piercing eyes, and gave orders that siiitabJc 
quarters should be prepared in the camp, 
worthy of the ambassador of the great Kban, 
■upon whose frieiidsJiip and assistance he set 
the highest value. 

Ho then called the two captains Golz and 
Coccejij and the young hentenant Golz. who 
had for a sliort time been in especial favour 
with the King, and charged tbcm, in a long- 
and confidential conversation, alternately to 
devote their attention and society to the Tar- 
tor ambassador, and to make themselves as 
agreeable as possible to him, but at the same 
time to watch him most closely, and to cudea- 
Tour to fathom more deeply the real object of 
bis mission. 
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Chap. I. PRESENTS FOR THE KHAN. 13 

Then the King commanded that presents 
should be prepared, as rich and magnificent 
aa could possiblj be procured in the midst of 
a camp, for Krim-Girai, and should be given 
to the diplomatic barber on his departure, 
with others for himself. 
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CHAPTER H. 

THE PRUSSIAN LIEITTENANT IS THE CRIMEA. 

Departare of the ambassador, ^nd missbn from Frederick to the 
KhaD — Frederick's policy — Splendid present — Illness. of 
Frederick's agent on his journey — Salt lakes — Perekop — 
Military works — Scenery of the Crimea — Simpheropol — 
Road to Bakscfai-Seral. 

Krim-Girai'b barber and envoy, having spent 
some days in the camp at Strehlen in order 
to repose himself after his long journey and 
to satisfy his ardent curiosity with respect 
to Prussian military matters, considered that 
it was time to request his dismissal from the 
King. He accordingly obtained an audience 
of leave, at which his Majesty renewed his 
most friendly and grateful acceptance of the 
offers of assistance made by the Khan. 

But Mustapha Aga was not to return alone 
to the court of Bakschi-Serai ; the King 
charged the young Lieutenant Oroiz to accom- 
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Ipany him to the Crimea, to assure the Khan 
' that the King of Pniseia most sincerely reci- 
Iproeated his expressions of amity, and also, 
! after having given him information on the 
warlike state of affairs in Europe, to concert 
'with him the next military operations. 

This extraordinary mission from the Crimea, 
[however siogiilar and suspieious it might be 
I at this critical period, had at any rate turned 
i the King's attention more decidedly to that 
[ quarter. 

The old Taaric Chersoneeo, surrounded by 
[the brightest halo of ancient mythology and 
[poetry, was, in the mind of the ICing, bent as 
it was continually on thoughts of war, a new 
field for the boldest plans and speculations. 
K The King's project was to induce the enter- 
prising Khan witli his Tartar hordi?B to make 
a descent on Russia, there to cause embarrass- 
ments from which Frederick thought he might 
expect far-apreading results. 

The King hoped in this way to succeed in 
drawing the Porte, wliich had hitherto shown 
much rcpugnanceto a roal military and political 
alliance with Prussia, into actual hostilities 
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against Russia ; for, as soou as tbe Elian bad 
struck the firBt blow, and t-bereby endangered 
the safety of the Crimea, uo ou<s at Coustan- 
tiuople would hesitate to go to his assistance. 

Frederick calculated on being able to cauee 
a connter-aclion sufficientlj powerful to force 
the Russians to retire from Pomerania, and to 
eave the Electorate of lirandenburg from th 
threatening dangers to which it had for 
long time been exposed. 

lie would however have pi-eferred seeing 
the sixteen thousand Tartars, offered to him 
by Krim-Girai, emploj-ed iu the invasion ofj 
Hungary, aa the Empi-css Maria Theresa 
would thus be compelled to defend it with a 
stronger force than she had hitherto required, 
and the Austrian army, against which the 
Prussians would have to contend in the spring,, 
would necessarily by these means be reduced 
one half.* 

Another proposal of the Kiug'n was, that 
Krim-Glrai should lend him an extr^ auxili- 



1 



* Frederic le Gnuid, Hittolre do In Gtmrro do Sept 
(<EuvTcs, V, 150). Ppnliwunligkeiton fiiidic Kricg»t(mst 
Khc-};s{;«KliiohM, lltt'itj, S. 113. 
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ary corps of from six to eight thonsaad 
Tartars, to be placed under the command of 
Lieutenant Gobs, who, immediately on the 
eommeneement of hostilities between Bussia 
and the Tartars, was to proceed through Po- 
land along the foot of the Carpathian Moun- 
tains as far eb Kosel, where with these bar- 
barian troops he was to arrive by the end of 
March. 

Baron Alexander Golz was only in his 
twenty-eecond year when this important mis- 
sion, touching the interests of Europe in the 
moat decisive points, was intrusted to him by 
Frederick the Great. 

The younf!' man, highly gifted with energy 
ai»d sound judgment,uudei-took this adventure- 
like conuuission with the enthusiasm naturnlly 
excited by the magnitude of its interest. 

The King intnisted to him at the same time 
a magnificent snuff-box adorned with dia- 
monds, which he was to deliver in person to 
the Klian, and furnished him with a cypher 
to be used in commimicating intelligence 
irom tbe Crimea and the court of Krim-Girai. 

The King, ou his departure, charged him 

c 
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more especially to be completely on his guard 
during the journey, and to watcli uanxnvly in 
overy respect the dcmwinour of that strange 
di2)lomatist, Muataplia Aga. 

Thus Lnstiucf^d and warned, Golz, m higli 
spirits Jind full of youthful ardonr, started on 
Jiis journey in company with Mustapha Aga, 
who could not sufficiently appreciate the 
honour of taking back a Prussian officer, and 
whose peculiar good bumoiir and talkative- 
ness certainly rendered him a first-rate com- 
panion on the long and difficult jonme}' io 
the Tauric Peninsula. 

The travellers accomplished their journey 
from Breslau, through Poland, by the Car- 
pathian Mountains, and had •without any ad- 
ventures passed Jassy, and reached the towii 
of Bender on the Dniester, when Golz had sud- 
denly so violent an attack of fever, that lie was 
ibrced to declare his inability t» proceed. 

The great hardships of the unusually rapid 
journey, joined to the influence of the cUniate 
and season, liad struck down the more than 
commonly strong youth, and affected him in 
the most dangerous manner. 
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He was forced to remain under the care of 
bis servant without fiuther help, and even 
witliout medical advice, in a wretclied inn 
(the only one of which Bendtr could liuast), 
for Mustapha Aga declared it to be most ad- 
visable tliat he should hatiten onwards to 
inform the Khan that an envoy from the 
King of Prussia was on his way, but was de- 
tained on the road by the misfortune which 
had befallen him. 

The comjiassionatc barber, however, did 
not fail to leave bebhid bim sti-ict medical 
instJiictiouSj and a potion composed of sundry 
■nnkno\\'n ingredients, which he mixed for the 
benefit of Ms diitlomatic oolleague. 

But Golz preferred tnistiug to his good 
constitution and hie youth rather than to the 
prescription of his new Tartar friend, though 
he assured him that it always successfully 
repelled, the feverish attacks of his sovereign 
lord the Khan. 

Golz was obliged to keep his bed for a 
fortnight, and to remain in the most comfurt- 
less dei*titution in a low nan-ow room, in which 
it seemed impossible to breathe, much less to 

u 2 
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get well ; but one moramg he arose from hiel 
sick bed with the delightful sensation of fi 
renovated liealth. 

Soon hia atteutiou was attracted by the 
ariival of a handsome 8ledg;e, with a tent-lilce 
covering, which drove up to the door of the 
imi. 

A stalwart Tartar, who had announced hia 
arrival by cracking his whip, swung himself 
down a<lioitIy from his seat, pushed back from 
over his eyes the turban-like fur-cap which 
be wore, and examined with dreamy curiosity 
the house before which he had stopped. He 
eutercd into conversation with the landlord, 
who went out to receive him ; and Golz, who 
olwerred them from the window above, saw 
by their gestures that they were talking about 
him. 

Before long the host, who was able to fill 
the office of interpreter, came to his room, 
and in the most respectful maimer informed 
him that the Khan of the Crimea had placed 
}u8 sledge at his disposal to convey him to his 
Court at Bakaehi-Serai, as soon as ho should 
be able and willing to avail himself of it. 
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Golz declared himself ready to start imuie- 
dtately, and in iho full enjoyment of his newly 
acquired strength gave orders for the neces- 
sary preparations to be made. 

It was a lovely winter* s day, and the snow 
on the fields and mountaios glistened in the 
bright sunshine. 

The adventurous journey could not have 
been undertaken under more favourable cir- 
cumstances, and Golz with a smile of satis- 
faction tirrew liimself into the roomy sledge, 
while the Tartar driver, who had first reve- 
rentially bowed liiiuself to the ground, en- 
deavoured to prei)arc for liim the warmest 
and most agreeable position. 

The good-humom-ed looking Tartar then 
stood awliile, stroking his long moustaches 
and lost in admiration of his fellow-traveller's 
appearance, until, summoned by the somewhat 
impatient glance of Gola, he seized his whip 
and resumed his seat. 

Golz remarked that his driver wae weU 
armed, and particularly that he carried in 
the broad girdle fastened round his waist a 
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dfi^gcT-like knife, which Be«med to be in- 
tended for defence. 

This induced the young Lieutenant to 
examine his owti arms, and finding them 
in good order, he gave the Ttirt-ar a friendly 
tAp on the shoulder aa a signal that he was to 
start. 

The filedge sped on ite way swift as an 
arrow along thu wild and eolitiiry, sometiraee 
even dangerotis roads wliich led to the 
Crimea, with a rapidity and security which 
excited the itstouisbmeut of the traveller. 

They took the road hy Oczakow and Kin- 
burn, across the mouths of the Dnieper and 
the dreary desert, in order to gain by forced 
journeys Perekop, the f^te of the Crimea. 

The wild uniform appearance of the Steppee 
which they had traver»ed in solitude, often 
exciting terror, was enlivened as they ap- 
proached Perekop hy tlie nmnerous salt carte 
which they saw on all the roads. 

The Salt Lakes, the source of immense in- 
dustry, lay on the road to the little gloomy 
trown of Perekop, wliich is conspicuous from 
ite peculiar position, a-nd which marks the 
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narrow neck of land connecting the Crimea 
with Russia. 

A lofty gTite, which litre affords admittance 
through a rampart eight versts and a half 
long, gave our travellers access to the strange 
countiy of the Crimea, iMidowcd as it is with 
the most remarkahle natural advantages. 

This gate, anything but suitable to the 
dignity of such an entrance, Beems by its 
narrowness adapted rather to hinder than 
facilitate admission, and was no doubt built 
for the purjiose of preventing as much as 
possible the contraband trade in salt.* 
■ At Pcrckop, Golz, who Iiad uot yet quiU.'- 
recovered bis usual strength, and who was 
exhausted by the ftaiful cold of the Steppes 
which lie had tiaver^ed, allowed himself a 
day of repose ; after which he proceeded in a 
southerly direction into the interior of the 
Crimea, and under the infiuence of entirely 
new scenery his strength and spirits rapidly 
improved. 

Nature appeared to change as by magic 

• Compare M. do Caetelnaii, 'Essai s«r I'ilistoirc de In Nou- 
rulle RiiH.*ii' ;' M. vmi Eugelbardl uiid F. Parrul, ' Iteisc in die 
Kvim tiii<l ilea KeukaaiiB.' 
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under the Rtepa of the travellers : the scenery 
became ncher aud more picturesque, and the 
winter season, which had hitherto spread 
ahroad undreamGd of horrors, aa4iimed a 
milder form, so that in the valleys they could 
already perceive a slight indieatiou of spring. 

lu the blue sky were seen flocks of cranes 
aud storks : ou the lakes, from which the ice 
was beginning to melt, fine swans spread out 
their wings, and tulips and hyacinths were 
already blooming in all their heauty in the 
gardens of the villages through which Golz 
passed in his Tartar sledge. 

At Armandskoi Bazaar, a village four versts 
from Perekop, wliere there is an Armenian 
colony, celebrated on account of its much fre- 
quented fair, ho found those kitchens of which 
he had heard so much on the road, whose 
chimneys, with their over rising smoke, give 
notice of the rare dainties prepared for the 
refreahraent of the numerous travellers and 
merchants who repair thither. 

The PniBsian Lieutenant not only partook 
of a dinner such as had not heen served 
to him during the wh,ole joui-ncy, but lie 
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also inspected the military works which 
Btill remained in the neighbourhood, erected 
in times of former warfare between Russia 
and tlic TaHara, and which were on many 
aocoimts interesting to him. 

The lines of defence which had been erected 
there, and at Perckop, against Eossia, ap- 
peared to him to claim attentive considera- 
tion, both on account of the King's present 
intentions and of the commission entrusted 
to him. 

Ho now proceeded with redoubled haste. 
The sun shooe with magic beauty on the sur- 
rounding scenery, and brought out in bold 
wlief the lofty chain of momitaius which 
bounded the horizon. The highest moim- 
taiu of the Crimea, the Tschadir-Dagli,* now 
broke forth with ita enormous masses from 
the clouds which covered its two peaks, and 
below it innumerable mountains of various 
end picturesque forma stretched down to the 
coast of the Black Sea. 

■ • Tlio Tarlax niira« of Iho moiintaia culloi) by lli<> ancieatg 
Berosus, and which soma authors tdeulify with thn TmiiczoH of 
tlie GrMkfi. A. von Demidoff, ' Bern nnch dem siidlicheu Itnss- 
|.(and uod der Erlm, deulsch can Relgcbatir,' Ji. !J6. 
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The road tlien passed through a sucoessi( 
of valleys, and our travellers found ther 
selves surroundcid, now by grotesquoly 
limestone walls, now by dark coloured ba- 
Baltie rocks, then the road ran close to tl 
bare polished slate-rocks, wliicli preseui 
the appearance of carved balufftradcs. 

From the heights and out of tbo ravin* 
of these rocks flew at times w}iolc swarms 
vultures, at which Golz could not refrain from 
discharging bis pistols ; he was, however, only 
enabled to confirm the opinion expreasctl in 
characteristic pantomime by liis bearded gun 
that it was a fruitless pursuit. 

He then amused Jiinmolf with looking 
the Tartar villages, built in the rocks, whicl 
•with their flat-roofed houses rising in 
racoH one above another, now became moi 
frequent. 

In this manner Grolz reached Simpheropc 
which had already announced itself to him, at 
a distance, by the spires of the Metsclieim ofl 
Tartar houses of prayer, and by its wliite 
edifices shining afar in the sunbeams. 

Golz contemplat.ed this place, in itself 
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' row and »ig"ly, but which stretches romantically 
oiig the bauks of ilie Salj^bir, from the stone 
bridge, which in the immediate neighbour- 
hood of the town crosses the narrow and 
rapid river, whence he was able to lake in at 
one view tho whole panorama of the Taiiric 
chain of mountains, at the head of wliich roae 

ITschadir-Dagh in its full rounded form. 
The Pnissian envoy did not consider it right 
to yield to the inclination he felt to linger in 
tliis town, consisting chiefly of low Tartaric 
hiitK, and he hastened to remount his vehicle, 
in order to follow the road to Bakschi-Serai, 
the now not far diatant capital of the great 
Klian Krim-Gii'ai. 
B The road to Bakschi-vSerai appeared first to 
disclose in all its beauty the poetical abundance 
which this lovely spot contains. Mountains, 
valleys, and rivers followed in grand variety ; 
aqncdiict«, constructed ou the most artistic 
principles, attracted tho admiring gaze of our 
traveller ; and at tho same timo, in these arcbi- 
fctcctural remains, as well as in the many old 
'bridges over which tlio road passed, in de- 
[cayed temples, towers, and ruinR of all kinds, 
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he saw convincing proofs of a former civili- 
sation, the remains of which had resisted the 
mighty and incessant force of the elements, 
and spread themselves as if by enchantment 
over this path through nature's wilderness. 
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CHAPTER III. 



AERITAL AT BAKSCHLSEfiAI. 

The Ahua — Bakaclii-Serai — Daakamp: his htHpiulity and 
advice — G«lz odsiiUKS tbu clutraotor of a lioiHe-dealGr — 
B«-ai)t<eAnuicc of the hsTlwr. 

It was evening' when Golz reached the banks 
of the A]raa, wliich flows at no great distance 
,from Bakachi-Serai. This river, which lu 
r Bummer presents the appearancu of a peaceful 
brook, was now, in consequence of tlie masses 
[of mow melting from off the raounfain-tope, 
|ewollen into a mighty and dangerous torrent. 
Along its pleasant hanks extend a number 
'of cheerfnlly-aituated villages, and the far- 
famed valley of the Alma, in which grows 
a peculiarly fragrant hay, dedicated by old 
cuBtom to the use of tlie Khan's horses. 

K descending a mountain which sloped 
iutly, the traveller, before he was 
f the proximity of a town, beheld 
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Bakschi-Serai lying in a narrow vtilley si 
rounded by liigt motmtaiiis. 

It "was growing dark as Qolz entered the 
narrow streets of iho Tartar capital, but b^H 
immediately felt that bo was in an Orienta^^ 
city, and in a colony of undoubted Asia 
descent. 

The Tartar who drove Golz appeared 
have received inBtructions whither he 
to conduct him, nnd the young man quiett 
allowed himself to ho driven through the da 
streets, in which there now lingered only 
few strauge-looking figures. 

Tliey proceeded along a more than usually 
long street, remarkable from its high houses 
with their towering chimneys, that stretched 
as far as the Tcbourukfiou, which river flows 
through the wliole length of Baksclii -Serai. 

They halted nearly at the end of this strei 
before a house of mean appearance, fr' 
which, aa boou as the driver had aunoimoed 
his arrival, a tall, slim figure in Tartar 
tumo emerged, and approached the m 
arrived traveller ^^^th an inquiring air. 

Gola was confirmed in bis conjecture 



4 



p- Til. 



BOSKAMP. 



31: 



this waa Boskamp by hearing himself ad- 
Biiregsed in Grerman. It was Boskamp, who 
Hrec«ived him with extreme cordiaHty, and 

conducted him into tho house witli tlio most 

Iobli^ng assurances that he placed it at his 
disposal for the whole period of hit> residence 
in the Crimea. 
i Qt>Iz accepted the invitation, and having 
tftkea measures for rewarding his Tartar 
driver and for tho accommodation of Ids ser-. 
Hvant, followed Boskamp into a small apart- 
"lueut furnished scantily and without taste, 
according to Eiiropean ideas, but which, 
pieTeTtheleefi, offered every comfort necessary- 
a traveller eshausted by so fatiguing a 
Journey. 

A qnickly-epread repast soon Tinited the 
lew acquaintances in a lively interchange of 
)pinion8; and Golz had reason to ndmim 
skamp's extraordinary shrewdness and ver- 
eatiUty of talent, and he profited by them in- 
Hpiis consultations concerning the peculiar cir- 
cumstances under which he would have to 
■carry out the mission entrusted to him by 

^ 
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Golz, who had hitherto known nothmg of 
Boftkiimp except that he had led an adv^^ 
turoue life, could not conceal from himself 
that his manner was little calculated to 
spire conHdence. 

He found him, it is true, very communit 
tive, and appareutlj- desirous of imparting 
him the information of which he stood 
need, in order to begin his labours ; but these 
commnnicationa were accompanied by such 
strange indications of reserve, and he viewedH 
things in such a suspicious and sarcaatio man^^ 
ner, tliat Golz contemplated this diplomatic 
agent of his Prussian Majesty with increasing 
misgiving. 

Though Golz deemed it necessary to main" 
tain a certain degree of reserve aa to the 
nature and extent of his mission to Krii 
Girai, yet he thought it advisable to listen 
Boskamp's advice, particularly as to the foi 
and means to be adopted for the att^tinmei 
of his object at Bakschi -Serai. 

M. de Boskamp Tecoimnended the great 
prudence, so as not to arouse the suspicioi 
of the rreuch Coneul accredited to the Tarta 



COAP. HI. 



BOSKAMP^ ADVICE. 



33 



I 



I 



Court, and of the numerous Russian spies who 
were travelling about; and on tliis account 
he advised him to asaumo a simple and easily- 
sustained character, which might afford him 
tho opportunity of entering into frequent 
communication with the Klian himself, nnd 
yet entirely conceal his poHtical mission. 

When Gfolz asked hirn wliat character, ac- 
cording to his knowledge of the state of 
thiugu, he would recommend as likely to be 
the moet effectual, he answered, after some 
consideration, "We must consult together on 
that point in the moat candid manner. In 
the first place, I think you should not change 
your uniform as a Pi-ussian officer, for it is 
much beloved here, and excites, in connexion 
with the military renown of King Frederick, 
which hits spread even as far as Bakschi- 
Serai, tlie most friendly feelinga. 

*' But this unifonn ^vnll more particularly 
find favour in the eyes of the Khan, and it 
will appear an especial honour that you 
should thus treat with hira upon liiis Majesty's 
affairs. 

*' On the King's account, you must not make 

D 
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any change in your drcas. I laid aaide myl 
uniform, and put ou tills Tartar war-drees, 
more for my own convetiience than for any 
particular object which I had in view." 

Golz thought this comparison between him- 
self and Bo»]camp more than absurd, as the 
latter had no light to the uniform of a Pni 
sian officer ; and during his short and obscuro 
career in an Austrian hussar regiment had. 
as was well known, obtained no hig-her grade 
than that of comet. He set it down, how- 
tivpr, merely as a proof of his vaniti-, and de- 
termined to follow his advice only ao far as 
it should appear to liim to be sound. 

" Do you know, my dear Baron, what you 
i-eally miist do T said Bowkamp at length ; an 
iits unprepossessing' countenance assumed a 
nioi-o gay and cheerful asjject : " you must g-ivi 
yourself out as a Prussian officer come to bu; 
a few thousand troop-horses in Moldavia andi 
Tartary for your sovereign, and you must say] 
that you caine to Bakschi-Serai in order 
obtain a firman from the Khan to facilitate 
your purchases. This pretence will be of the 
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greatest advantage to us. lu the eamc manner 
when I first came here I gave myself out as 
a flecretary of Prince Kadzivill, whose po--s3Cs- 
aioua border on Tartary, sent by him to arrange 
certain boundary questions. In tliat way I 
became intimately acquainted with the vei-y 
wise Abdullah EffenJi, first and most import- 
anfc cotmcillor of the Kbaii, and &thomed 
thi-ougU him, in this di«gui.se, tho Khan's 
opinions concerning Prussia and her great 
King." 

Goiz coidd not but acknowledge that it was 
above all important to conceal the object of 
his niindon &om the French and Kumjiau 
spies in the Peninsula, and on tliat account, 
after some consideration, consented to aeeiime 
the character recommended, with regard to 
which Posknnip promised previously to cifect 
an undei'HtAndiiig with the Khan througb 
Abdullah Effendi. 

IJofikarap then asked if he had plenly of 
money with him, as, in addition to the traus- 
actiouH iuto which he must enter with horee- 
dcalcrs and Jowb, he would require a great 
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deal for presents at the coart of Bakachi-« 
Serai, 

At this moment tbe noise of a horseman 
witli a numerous suite was heard before the 
lioiise. and soon after Mustapha Aga. the 
well-known barber, made his appeai*ance, fol- 
lowed by servants bcariDg- a number of diBhes 
and vases ; these they placed on the table at 
which Golz and Boskamp had just supped, 
liaving pi'c\'iously deposited a number of well- 1 
filled sacks on tbe floor. 

The lively Mustapha assumed for a moracnt 
a formal deportment, which however lasted 
only imtil he had in the nioet friendly manner 
welcomed Grolz on the part of the Khan, who 
had despatched him for that purpose the in-| 
stant he heard of his arrival. 

He then jumped about the room with the 
greatest glee, and expressed his delight at 
seeing again in good health his Pmssian. 
fiicnd and travelling companion, to whom he 
was already bound by ties of attachment and 
respect. 

M. de Boslcamp had in the mean time been 
examining with the eye of a coimoisseur the 
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presents brought "by the slaves, and informed 
tlie astonished Gola tliat tlieae were the usual 
daily allowances of meat, coffee, augar, apices, 
bread, fimt, and similar things which the 
Khan wotdd send him legularly duiring his 
stay, while the sacks ou the floor contained 
fodder for the horses which woiJd he placed 
at his disposal. 

Boskamp considered this opportunity suit- 
able for discussing at once with the trusty 
servant of Krim-Girai the plan aiTanged be- 
tween him and Golzas to the character which 
the latter was to assume at Baksehi- Serai. In 
his conversation with him he used Bometimes 
the Turkish, sometimes the Tartar language, 
botli of which he had completely mastered, 
•while now and then, probably for the purpose 
of astomfihing Gkilz, he allowed a few Greek 
and Italian phrases to slip in. 

The barber, who with his arch and intel- 
ligent countenance listened with the greatest 
attention, burst out laughing when he heard 
the plan, pronounced it excellent, and pro- 
mised to tell it to liis Sovereign the next 
morning when he shaved hini. 
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He then departed, and Golz, who was in 
want of rest, took leave of his new friend with 
an increased dislike to bis forward and ob- 
trusive manners. 
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KRIMJSIRAl, KHAN OF THE TARTAHS. 

rrooctwioD to iho palnce ^ IJescriirtum of Ihe interior ^ Audi- 
caw of tlie Khan — Frieudly di^iuiaaal wf the ea^oy — 
i*rivate audience appoiDted. 

The nest morning Mustaplia Aga appcaj-Gd 
in state, and accompaui«d by a brilliant suite, 
for the purposu of eecortiDg M, de Golz to 
the appointed audience of the Kban. 

Miistapha at the same time ordered to be 
led forth a ridiug-borse of extraordiiiary 
beauty, placed by the Khan at the disposal of 
Golz, who mounted it with the most agree- 
able sensations, and, followed by the numer- 
ous and stately attendants, rode by tlie side 
of the barber down the street to the cele- 
brated Palace of the Klmns, of wbicli he had 
learned eo much from travellers, tradition, and 
poetry. 

The procession passed along the principal 



PALACE OF THE KHANS. 



Paw. lii 



street : and Golz, who had driven through it 
iu the twilight of the previous evening, was 
struck by the peculiar character iinprcssed 
upon it by ihe long rows of hootlis and shops 
on both sides filled with pravisiona and other 
articles. 

Behind these booths, houses, each in a small 
garden, and built on terraces, one above an- 
other, spread themselves up tlie rising ground 
of the mountains which closely surrounded 
the town. 

While Golz was lost in astonishment at 
the sight of » commerce and industry whidi 
he had scarcely expected to find iu the 
Crimea, his attention was attracted by the 
lofty towers of the mosques, which on eveiy 
side of the city ixise high above the beautiful 
Lombardy poplars with which they were 
encircled. 

With feelings of admiration excited by the 
view of this peculiar amphitheatre of houses, 
mountains, shops, and kiosks, and accompa- 
nied by his kind-hearted friend, who pointed 
out everything worthy of notice, Golz i-odo 
along the street, at the end of which a bridge 
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over the Tchourouksou led directly to the 
gate of the Palace of the Khans. 

In the first co»irt, which was overtopped 
by a terrace-garden rising' up the mountain 
in the form of an am plii theatre, they dis- 
moimtcd, and proceeded on foot to enter the 
marveUouwly vast palace. 

Orolz believed himself to have been traJi^- 
ported into the enchanted hfe of the Arabian 
Nights when he saw the large groups of 
buildinge separated from each other by broad 
couiia and gardenti. 

He sought in vaiu a apot whence he could 
at one view behold the colossal whole. His 
astonished eye wandered as in a dream over 
innumerable inscriptions and monograms 
displayed over the doors, and paintings of 
floweri), birds, ftuits, and figures of all mris 
which profusely decorated tlie walls. 

After having crossed in company with his 
guide a court planted with poplars and 
Turkish elder-trees, in the middle of which a 
foimtain, eurrounded by willows, sent forth 
its soft murmurs, he reached the entrance- 
hall of the palace itself, in the mysterious 
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dim light of which the mt'laucholy wliisper- 
ings of another fountain resounded. 

Mustapba AgA infonned him with ah air 
of solemn gravity, that this fountain vmt 
celebrated throughout the world, and that, 
ou account of the peculiarly soft and mourn- 
ful tone with which its waters flowed into the 
marble basin, it was called the Fountain 
Tears.* The walls of thiM hall were cove 
with largo paintings of iBlands, bays, and 
caatlps fantastically thrown together, while 
the slabs of the fiooring were inaciibed witli 
verses from the Koran, inlaid with XurkiBh 
characters in gold on a dark ground. 

From this entrance-hall Golz was conducted 

• The wlcbmlctl poi-m of raeohkitii ' Dor Bnuincn von 
Ifalcfteclii-Serjii,' has inunortalieed tbe hiaiory of Uiis rounlaio, 
(Iteviie do rOrient.) O^telunu give* n deUitlecl accoiuit of 
tbii piilnci!, n-ith nil iis pMniliariticM, though ndn- itK rettonttfon, 
wliidiwas effected Uy Elsou by the comrnanil of ()ii- IttissJAit 
pjvemmont, (Keatii siir rHistoiin dc la Noiivcllo lln«sie, iii. 
168.) This restoraticm, liowcvcr, prcscn'ed tho foroiei cbaractcr 
of tha |uilnce arx! tlie peculiarities of Tnrtan'o uchitcctuTG, and 
the iNtiiitiripi, Iwtli entsniyt ami iiitiirior, liavc Wn for ttie mvgit 
port mcrplj* retjovnloJ. (For an apcotint of the present itatx of 
the pulnr« <if ttin Kiinus I wiiulil l>i.-g puniiiusion to refer my 
reaiion ■<> Mr. Oli[i1iHnL'ii very iiiteri^sttug wtirh on Itio Ruieian 
ShoroB of Iho Black So*.— W. B.) 



-'■■ - 



I 

I 



CiTAP. IV. AUDIENCE OP THE KKaN. 



43 



I 



through a snite of email but prettily-ftirnished 
fialoone, which glittered with goM, silver, and 
crystal, and whicli received a dim magic light 
through painted windows of many colours. 

Theae rooms led to the hall of reception, in 
which the Khan had commanded that Golz, 
in the character already agreed upon, should 
have Iiis first formal audience. 

It was in this hall, brilliant and dazzling, 
vrith walls and cornices most exquisitely 
ed, tliat Golz first saw the Khan, aur- 
Jminded by the Court in gala costume. 

He was presented by the barber, in the 
most flattering and honourable manner, as the 
Prussian officer who had come to ask for the 
Khan's firman permitting him to purchase 
and export horses. 

He observed with deep interest the powers 
fnl form, towering above all the othcre, ot the 
Khan, whom he at last beheld face to face, 
and who appeared to him almost as a hero of 
olden time, presented before him in flesh and 
blood. 

Krim-Girai's figure was strong and majeBtic, 
and not devoid of grace. 
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His countenance was full of character and 
vigoui', aud upon it a resolute and austere 
expression was blonded with one of jovialit 
and gatirical humour. 

Hie large piercing eye Rhowed that th^ 
powerful Bon of Nature posaesfied not only 
the characteiistics of a ruler and a warrior, 
but was aleo endowed with unusual activitjij 
and power of intellect. A pleasing, thought- 
fill, almost meditative expression played about 
his brow, and gavo a European character to 
a countenance otherwise bearing too markt 
traces of Tartar origin, though of the mc 
noble kind. 

His manner and address as be received the 
PrusHian envoy showed an ease, a dignity, and 
a kind-hcartednesa not always fouiid on 
European throne.* 

Krim-Girai must at this period have bee 
ftbout forty-five years old, as in the year 
1758, when he was placed on the thionj^f 
ty a revolutionary movement of the Noghai 
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Soirc,' ii. 370 ; SioHtTzcncewieK, ' HiBtoire du Bofennw 
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tribes, he Lad scarcely attained the age of 
forty. 

Since tbe Crimea bad been subject to Tur- 
key no Khan had ever attained the sove> 
reignty at bo early an age. Among the 
Noghais, who, divided into four hordes, in- 
habit that part of Little Tartary which lies 
between the Danube and the Kuban, the 
Bndshiaks, who had established themselves be- 
tween the Danube and the Dniester, had always 
been distinguished by a bold, martial valour 
and a spirit of adventure. Krim-Grirai had 
ong^ally ruled these Budshiak Noghai Tar- 
tars as Seraskier. The Sultan was compelled 
by the turbulence of these tribes to name him 
Sovereign of the whole Crimea, and had been 
obliged, almost against his will, to send liim 
the Sword and Ginlle, the Quivor and tho 
Bow, the Kalpac and Heron's Plume, and the 
magnificent Horae which every KJian in the 
Crimea had from time immemorial received 
upon hia inalallation. 

Krim-Girai was, on account of tho high 
eateem iu wliich he was held by all Tartars, 
of his warlike spirit, and of hia vehement 
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hatred of Russia, especially calculated to be a 
powerful inatmment in the policv of Turkey, 
which became eveiy day more anti>Kussian. 
But tliia wae not fully understood at Constaa- 
tinople till a lator period. 

The maaiier in which tlic Klian received 
the envoy of Frederick the Great betrayed 
but fur a moment the lofty pride of the Tai^ 
tar ruler, which gave way to a good-natured 
familiarity during tho coremonios prescribed by 
the custoina of the country on auch occasions. 

After the usual compliments had been 
exchanged, coffee and pipes were handed 
round, and then tlie real business wae entered 
upon, 

GIoIb, wbo was not accustomed to smoking, 
was nevei-tbeWss forced to take a pipe isome. 
yards lon^, which was presentctl to In'm ready 
lighted by an attendant. 

The Khan, who was standing surrounded 
by the courtiers and great oificL-rs of state, 
had put the frag^rant tube to his Kps, and 
puffed out clouds of smoke with playfid de- 
light, turning from time to time a sliarp, 
observing glance upon the liieutenant. 
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The Grand Tizier, Hadji Mahomet Aga, 
who had the reputation of being an extra- 
ordinarily great politician and statesman, ^*^8 
smoking by the side of his Soverei^ with 
laudable energy and with Lnimitable grace. 

So was also Abdullah Effendi, the Khan's 
important privy councillor, who Beonied to he 
the osecutivo organ of all government busi- 
ness in the Crimea. 

When they had finished their coffee, Qolz 
was commanded by the Khan, through the 
barber, to piit his request into a detailed form, 
wliich ho immediately did in thu manner 
agreed upon. 

Tlie Khan Ustened to him witJi an assent- 
ing nod, find made a sign to liia privy coun- 
cillor Abdullah Effendi, which seemed to in- 
dicate that no hindrance Hhouhl be jmt in the 
way of issuing a firman for the purchase of 
lioi-s&s in Tartary. 

Krim-Girai then, asked the Pi-usaian envoy 
with a sarcastic, balf-encouraglng, half-em- 
harrassing smile, " How is tlie great King of 
Pruajia, whom I admire and envy, not merely 
on account of his sword, but also on account 
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of his flute ? How often liavo I wielied 
I could plfty that instniraent, and that my dig- 
nity as ruler of the Crimea nod of the Tartars 
permitted it ! In my dreams I often hear i\ 
sweet tones of your King's flute meeting mj 
ear, and each time I liave thought to mysel 
that the land of the "West, where kings can* 
govern with their flutes, must be a highly 
favoured land. I, too, sliould like to form aj 
good state here, and I liave my own ideaaj 
on the subject. There must indeed be a] 
friendly understanding between the prince anc 
the people when the King only plays the flute] 
as leader of the orchestra, and the peopU 
follow simply because they like to do 
and because it gives them infinite pleasure to| 
listen to him. But then the Khan must also 
have the rig:ht to let his flute fall as & cudgel 
on the head of his subjects in case of necessity, 
if they absolutely refuse to chime in with thej 
air whiclk he plays to them. Some remark- 
able men are said to have arisen among] 
the French, who have taught in their boofcsj 
kingcraft of this kind ; among them especially 
a certain Mout^sq^uieUj of whose ideas I bavf 
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■tely heard a great deal from a ti'aveller.* 
notions coincide with my own, and I__ 
would williijglj introduce them here if 
ared t« coni'rout my Tartars with a flute 
ly lips." 

The Khan laughed heartily at these words,^ 
and Bccmed curious to hear a reply from Golz, 
to whom this speech of Kj-im-GIrai's, diilivered^ 
with energetic liveliness, had been faithlnlli 
rendered hy the interpreter. 

Qolz had listened in the utmost astoniali 
fint : he perceived that rumour had by m 
means exaggerated in describing the Khan' 
not only as a warlike hero, but also as a^ 
singular and inquisitive gonius, who froE 
is own natural strength of mind turned hit 
thoughts to the ideas and institutions oi 
the West, and siuched them, aud tried ii 
pofifible to introduce them into liia own] 
dominions. 

Having answered with great adroitness andj 
lurtesy, aa aptly as he was able at tJie mc 
ment, he ohserTcd that the King of Prussia] 
himself had written books, essays, and poei 
i' various kinds, in which he expressed manj 

a 
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idens entirely coinciding witb those of Montes- 
quieu and Krim-Girai. 

The Kban listened to this with a certain 
degree of pride, and Bhowed his satisfaction. 
hy looking- tiiumpLautlj round at liJs coui"tt.' 
Htiuking Ilia black, curly heard. 

He then said, in a thorouglily confidential 
and friendly tone, " You will at least find 
^ood horses in Tartary, hut I flatter myself 
that our ■wilderness will not appear to you 
entirely deserted by the Muses. You must 
come to a concert at my palace, for 1 pride 
myself on my hand, -which is composed, aa I 
hope you will find, of the best performers on 
all instruments. I have also at my court 
troop of comediaua and buffoons, who |>orfo 
the most amusing- pieces. You are invited 
the next representation. I am anxious tha 
you should be able to give a faxourable ac- 
count of me to the King your master, and to 
describe his friend and admirer as something 
better than an uncivilised, dark barbarian, for 
what pleasure could it be to him to be admired 
and beloved by Kuoh an one ? Tell liim that 
Krim-Girai is a jovial fellow, who lovea j: 




Chap. IV. 



FRIENDLY DISMISSAL. 



51 



I 



sure and Iiaa good French plays represented 
before him, though a good deal is unin- 
telligible to him. At any rate, we are not 
yet old enough to be unable to learn with 
dih'gence, and if you, sous of the West, will 
only have patience with us Tartars, we will 
still pass our examination before you." 

He then dismissed the Envoy with the same 
friendly ceremonies wliich had taken place at 
his reception. 

Mustaplia Aga reconducted Golz, and whis- 
pered in his ear as they reached the entrance 
hall that the Khan would receive him at a 
private audience next evcniug at eight o'clock, 
when the real husinoBs of his missiou would 
be discussed ; he added, that the Khan liad 
already given him this conunand, and that he 
himself would act as interpreter at this con- 
rersation, which would probably be con- 
clusive. 
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CHAPTEK V. 

THE PALACE OP THE KHAN. 

Interior of the palace — The harem — Spleadid panorama — 
Burial-ground of the Khana — Return of the procession. 

GoLZ had an opportunity on his return of 
wandering through the palace, and of allow- 
ing hia astonished and admiring gaze to rest 
on objects past which he had hurried when he 
entered. 

In the back-ground of the entrance hall 
two doors attracted his attention, one of which 
his guide informed him led into a small 
moaque, the other to the Divan of Jiwtice, 
which Mustapha proposed to him to visit. 

He beheld a long and magnificently adorned 
saloon, on the lofty ceiling of which were 
painted in the most brilliant colours groups 
and figures of all sorts wonderfully arranged. 
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'■while gilt and carved work of the most varied 
forms glittered on the walls. 

The light of day penetrated in somhre tints 
through a double row of stained-g-laas win- 
dows which ranged on one side of the saloon 
only. 

Over the principal entrance a small barred 
gallery, opposite a riclily adorned canopy 
"which surmoimted the throne, attracted atten- 
tion on neeount of its myatGrions appearance. 

Groiz learned from his admirable cicerone, 
the accomplished barber, that the Khan fre- 
quented it secretly when he wished unseen to 
witness the moile of doing jUBticc practised by 
bis judges. 

Mustapha remarked with his arch araile 
tliat causes were more likely to bo impartially 
judged because the Khan reached the gallerj- 
by a private staircase in the wall, and the 
judges were uncertain whether he were pre- 
sent or not. 

The barber, who on this occasion gave full 
play to his love of tjilkiug, told tiim, amongst 
other tilings, how ladies were able to assist at 
triabt which interested thom without being 



54 



THE HAREM. 
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invited on certain days, that they might Bome- 
times eee other huinati faces as well as iheir^ 



own. 

" Tliis says a great deal for our Khan's 
liberal principles," said Muatapha; " but Iraust 
add that thechamiing ladies are kept in sight 
by a young and beardless slave who la charged 
to watch their beaming glauceB. If it appear | 
to him that one of them fixes her gaae too 
intently on any of the male forms in the ball, 
he calls out in shrill tones, and the whole 
fiock disappear quick as lig-btning ; sighing, 
scolding, and laughing, they trip down stairg, 
followed by their guardian, who must re-con-j 
duet thom to the gate of tlie harem." 

Mustapha Aga was himself so much amused^ 
with this description that he laughed long andj 

loud over it. 

I 

The Prussian Lieutenant, of course, failed 
not to ask many qtiestions concerning the^f 
external and internal arrangement of the 
harem. ^ 

Mustapha Aga, with a significant shrug of" 
his shoulders, laid his finger on his lips, and 
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pointed out to him a small Uoor, pcarcely per- 
ceptible in the distance, and he said it opened 
into ii long corridor, which connectt'd the 
palace with the barem, and led to the " Valley 
of Roses. " The barber, however, left it 
doubtful whether this name, which was given 
to the harem, had its origin in the beauty of 
ita inhabitants or in the mass of roses that 
grew iu t^i8 spot, wlueh he represented to 
Golz as a perfect Paradise, whose voluptuous 
silence was only intt'rnipted by the f^entlo 
rippling of the waters and the sweet voice of 
the nightingale. 

MusTaplia lowered his voice in so mys- 
terious a manner while talking of these beau- 
ties that Golz felt almost inclined to laugh. 

They then traversed otlier courts, in all of 
which they were greeted by the sparkling 
rays from innumerable fountains whose fresh 
waters took their rise in the surrounding 
mountains. 

Then they reached a court in winch the 
military spectacles and exercises took place ; 
on one side of which was a lijgli tower with 
a trellised terrace, whence the wives of the 
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Khan could, often, as spectators, eojoy tlie 
eporta got up by Ins guards, or by the ooia< 
tlianH aud jesters in lu's pay. 

Golz was i7ivite<l by hia guide to raouni 
the tower, from wbicli to his jpreat delight 
the whole of the palace, with the labyrinth o 
courts, gardens* and buildings contained withi 
its walls, presented itaelf to his aetonifihe 
view. 

Beyoud this wonderful panorama Golz eav 
lying before tiim the whole town of Bakse 
Serai, built in the form of a cone on a pi' 
turesqutly groupuJ chain of mountains, li 
was indeed an enchanting picture of iufini 
variety which spread itself before him, cal- 
culated to produce a cheerful effect on the 
mind of the beholder. 

The barber, who, with his kind care 
Golz, wished, if possible, to show him every- 
thing, next led him to the other side of th 
palace, where IjehiuJ a mosque, from whic 
the dervishes were with soLeian, melanchol 
notes announcing the hour of prayer, lay th 
burial-gi'oimd dedicated to tlie family of thi 
Khans. 
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From this clieerful spot, adorned with fi-a- 
grsmt slinibs, and intersected by a. murmuring 
rivulet, the terrors of death were entirely 
banislied, and it only recalled peaceful remi- 
nisoencea of the great and glorious race of 
heroes who slept therein. 

Two largo octangular mausoleums, with 
lofty projecting iron cupolas, prcBeutcd them- 
advea as the places of interment of the ancient 
sovereign hoiiac of the Gtraie. 

This family, descended from a Mongol 
prince, Hadji Girai, was considered to he 
an offshoot of the house of Gungbis Khan. It 

as able to trace its descent from high and 
illustrious antiquity, and liad for a long time 
■stamped the history of the Tauric Chersonese 
■with the character of i)0wcrful opposition and 

E''"",oe8eful rosJBtance to the might of Russia,* 
Around these mausoleums lay nmneroas 
noes and princesses of the house, cither in 
DO monumentfl or wooden cofliTie, hung 
round with green or black stufls. 

The tombs of the men were surmounted by 
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woollen turbans, and were thus diBtinguished 
from thoBO of tho ladies, which were devoid ofi 
all ornameut. 

Beyond the mauBoloiiins a number of tomW 
of different epochs, which by their character^— 
and dilapidated condition bore testimony tdfl 
their extreme antiquity-, were scattered about 
among the bushes, and over the spacious extent 
of this hurjal-grouud ; together with marble 
blocks with partly effaced inscriptions, which 
appeared to have been separated from the 
graves of the (wreons whoso names and prat 
they recorded. 

Other tombs, adorned with carpets 
hang-iiigs from Cashmere, testified by the ever- 
burning lamps to the pious care with which 
they were watched over, and the great historic 
names engraved on them in letters of gold 
claimed respect that could not be refused. 

Mustaplia Aga read to Gobi some of these 
Tartar inscriptions with a genuine religions 
and devotional solemnity, and translated them 
with bistorical illustrations, which proved 
how well acquainted he was with tho l^ends 
of his Fatherland. 
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Neither did he fail to make a sentimental 
digression a» they walked over the ^ave 
which covered the rcniniiia of a l)eaiitiful 
Groorgian, who had in consequence of her 
beaiitj become the wife of tlie otherwise un- 
fortuuate Arslan-Girai, brother of Ki-im-Girai. 

Mustapha bowed himself over the grave 
vith tears, which bore witncas to lively per- 
sonal recollections, and kissed a fragrant 
ptu-ple iris, already blooming in all the 
beauty of early spring by the side of the 
grave. 

Deeply impresseJ, Golz prepared to leave 
the spot. 

His companion was silent and grave as 
thoy returned through the conrta, and it was 
not until they had remounted their horiJes, 
which awaited them in the first court, that 
the barber displayed liis naual cheerfulneBS, 
and declared that he thought it his duty to 
return, as they came, in procession. 
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CHAPTER VI 

ALLIANCE BETWEEN PETJBSIA AND THE CRIMEA. 

Private audience of the Khan — His evaaion — Want of nion^ — 
Krim-Giru an alchemist — DisappointDient of Oolz — Cralty 
diplomacy of the Khan — His request for a Pmssan phy- 
sician — Despatch of Golz to Frederick, announcing the 
Ehan's determination to invade Russia. 

GoLZ spent the rest of that day, and the 
greater portion of the next, partly in the very 
agreeable occupation of inspecting the town, 
partly far less pleasantly in dealings with 
Jews and horse-merchants, whom Boskamp 
had introduced in order to make it appear in 
the eyes of the foreign spies that his business 
was merely of a mercantile character. 

Golz was forced by Boskamp's advice to 
spend considerable sums of money, which he 
could ill spare out of the small means with 
"which he was supplied. 
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He wished to deliver at the private audience 
the next evening the presents sent hy the 
[King of Prussia to the Khan, but Boskanip 
leaTneslly advised him to apply to the King- 
[ in the first despatch for fresh and more nume- 
rous presents, without which, he said, succeag 
I was impossible at the court of the Khan. 
The following evening Mnstapba Aga, as 
Boon as it began to grow dusk, conducted 
Golz vdth all due precaution, to the palace, 
that he might enter upon the real business of 
Mbis mjfigion. 

H Kriro-Girai received him this time in his 
H cabinet, in which, besides Mustapha Aga, 
f Kis Privy Councillor and State Secretary Ab- 

jdullah Effendi alone was present. 
■ Krim-Girai advanced to meet tlie PruBsian 
envoy with an air of affability, almost of 
equality, and after having looked at and ad- 
mired the presents brought by him, asked 
H what his good friend and brotJier the King of 
H Pruaaia required of him. 
H Golz proceeded to explain that his Sove- 
reign, sore pressed and harassed by the state 
of Lis affairs, looked to the East for deliver- 
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once, ami especially to his dear friend 
brother the illustrious Prince of the Crinn 
His MajoBtj applied for twofold assjetan 
first, he requested that a body of Tartar 
troops might be plaeed at his disposal ; aiid, 
secondly, that tho Khan himself with another 
body of Iiifi troops should invade the Uussi: 
territory. 

Qolz eet forth with considerable ahility the 
benefits to be derived from the contemplated 
alliance between Prussia and Tarkey, 
meane of whieli a position would be obtain 
whence they nnglit in two directions assum' 
the offensive against the threateniug and 
hostile attitude of Russia and Austria. 

He added that the defeat of tlie Russia 
by the Tartars would be the signal for givi 
a new direction to tho mihtary plans a 
oporatiouB of Prussia in the West — that t 
Klian would thus be enabled to march vic- 
toriously against, his hereditaiy enemy Euasia 
at a moment when her forces were scattered, 
and take ample revenge for all past injuries. 

The greater pari of the Rumian yruiy, \vith 
tlie exception of a few regiments, was, 
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said, in Pnisaia, and tlie frontier as well m 
the interior of Russia was almost destitute of 
tlie means of resisting an incursion. His 
royal mnater, Frederick the Great, liad 
weighed this in his comprehensive mind, and 
caused this appeal for assistance to be made 
to liis fnund the Khan, in fiill confideuce that 
grounds for declaring war were by no means 
■wanting. The Kussiaus bad, iu defiance of 
the Treaty of Carlowitz, entered Poland, and 
had also made new fortifications on the Tartar 
frontier, as he had himself bad an opportunity 
of observing on his journey to the Crimea. 

In conclusion, Golz, in accordance with his 
instmctiouSj presented several hundred jjurses* 
to defray the expense of calling out the eol- 
diers, and at the same time, in the name of 
his Sovereign, gave the assurance that the 
Tartar contingent would be entitled to all the 
booty which they might take iu the enemy's 
country. 
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The Khan had listened with the greatest 
attention and calmnees, and frequently wiUi a 
amile and nod of the Tiead appeared to signify 
his assent. 

His countenance, which displayed a sin- 
gular mixture of good humour and barbarism, 
was however suddenly overcast hy a wcil- 
affected air of reserve ; and after remaining 
silent for some time, aa though meditating, 
he said slowly, and with assumed indifference, 
" All this is very fine which my good friend 
and brother of Prussia communicatoa to me, 
and he shall certainly find me prepared to 
do all that lies in my power; but I a-m, 
for the moment, only a dependent, without 
the free use of my will, for I am bound to 
obtain the consent of the Porte to all my 
undertakings." 

" In good truth," added he, smiling-, " I 
have a strong arm wliieh wields its own 
sword, and such &n arm certa,inly obeys first 
its own muscles. A cultivated barbarian, 
such as I have the reputation of being, 
knows what is due to the Divan at Constan- 
tinople ; at least does not omit wiUingly the 
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necessary compliments in thjit quart.t^r. Tell 
your Kin g that he will find me ready at tbe 
proper time ; and that I will not fail to set 
out with my beat troope, wliicli shall be 
placed at Akermann, in Bessarabia, where 
the Dniester flows rapidly and impetuously 
into the Blaek Sea. This position will be 
very agrceablt: to your Soverei^, and very 
unpleasant to the Russians ; but I must wait 
for the fiillilnient of one or two condition«, 
especially the return of my court interpreter, 
Jacuba, whom I despatched recently to your 
Sovereign, with a few new questions and 
inquiries, before I could make sure of your 
airiral. 

*' In tlie meanwhile make yourself liapi)y 
here ; come frequently to my concerts, an 
honoiu- whith I hope you will do me to-morrow 
evening, and tell me how they are manag-od 
in your country, what your philosophers and 
learned men have been saying", and how your 
monareh became so great and so renowned, 
not for arms only, but for the skill with which 
he governs his dominions." 

Golz perceived with some dissntisfaeiion 
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that Kn'm-txirai wished to act evasively^ and 
to protract the nc^tiationa. 

The importance of their nature admilted ol 
110 delay, and ho tliought it incumbent upon 
him to sound more cloBely the Khan's diplot^ 
matic views. 

lie thereforo begged penoiesion to inquire., 
the further conditions on the fulfilment of 
which any decided movement on the part of 
the Khan in the interests of the King of 
Prussia must depend. 

The keen and sparkling eye of the Khi 
8uddeiily assumed a good-hmnomed, famihai 
expression. " There is certainly one point! 
which, though ditiagreeable, is very importFj 
ant," said he with a comical tone, "whiel 
miiet be settled before t can take the field.] 
This is the money question, with regard to.j 
which I am peculiarly circumstanced. Yoi 
must know that Ei-im-Gii'ai is over head ant 
cars in debt, for my sovereig^nty over the 
Tartars costs mo a great deal of money, 
have also had to purchase much furniture 
restore to this old palace of my predecessoraJ 
au appearance worthy of :t. See how beau-J 
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tiftxl and new all around you is, and you will 
perceive that I must have spent considerable 
sums. Look at these Turkey carpets which I 
got from Constantinople : they are very ex- 
pensive — and those vylvet div-ans with their 
thick gold fringes, with which I have fur- 
nished the whole palace, would soon empty 
a better filled treasury ths^ii mine has ever 
been." 

At these words ho strctehed himself, latigh- 
ing, with an air of great comfort ou one of the 
richly embroidered divans on which he was 
seated opposite to Golz. 

From this outburst of mtrth Golz did not 
exactly know how matters stood, and whether 
the allusions of the Khan to money, to whieh, 
he wot), as was well known, addicted in an 
extravagant degree, were genuine, or were 
jokingly employed as an excuse for diplomatic 
dela}'. He therefore waited in silence for 
itirther coimnunications from Krim-(iirai, who 
after a momentary pause said, in a cheerful 
manner, " Now that a brave PniBsijiu and a 
joUy Tartar arc sitting together so confidingly, 

F 2 
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I will make a confession, taking m^ chance of 
itti raiBJiig or lowering me ia your opiuiou-J 
Know tlien, that for a long time I have int 
rested myself much in natural Bcienoes, an* 
have tried to become acquainted with what 
you coll chemistry, pliysios, and astronomy.] 
A Frcnchmau, who sojourned at this court ai 
few years a{^, put it into my head that the| 
mountains of the Crimea, round about here* 
contain the mo8t precious metals. I found 
the iiidicatioua which he gave me m far veri-J 
fied by my diggings, tliat I liegau to ependj 
an immt'TiJiu sum of money in the under- 
taking. This also exhausted my coffere, anc 
as my mountains have not yet yielded anj 
gold or silver, Krim-Girai, who is not to 
joked with, has tegun to make it with hi( 
cwn hands. Considersible progress seems 
have been made in your country in alcherayj 
as you call it. Your Em-opean ingenuity ii 
so great, that gold-making is the least thing! 
that may he expected from it. Now I pore 
over a crucible every night witli the hope of 
stieing gold sliining in it, but hitherto myi 
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brewing has been dirty and thick, and until It 
gets better I cannot easily take the field in 
fiill force for your King."* 

Gola did not receive » favom'able im- 
pression from tbiscouuiiunicatiun ; disappoint* 
mcnt and doubt clouded his brow at this 
momentary failure of his mission. 

Ho ventured to remark that gold might 
perhaps be obtjiined in a quicker manner if 
Krim-Girai would ma.rch against the Russians 
with his hordes; for, by repelling and anni- 
hilating the power of Russia, the prosperity 
of Europe would be restored, and the coffers 
of every European etate so abundantly re- 
pleniahed, that the Crimea would be more 
apeedily enriched tlian by the treasures of the 
mines or the operations of the crucible. 

Krim-fiirni seemed fully to understand the 
force of these remarks, and lie reilected for a 
raument ; then drawing himself up to his 
full height, he replied proudly, "Who has 
more call than I have to defeat the Rueeians, 



• Compare SmtDWDcewics, 
Chursuniwt Tauriqiie,' f. ^15. 
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and to lii-eat for ever the cruel devouring 
tooth of my cunning hereditary taiemy? I 
believe that the God whom I worshi].i will, 
Booncr or later, give this just revenge into 
my hands. For vengeance on the part o( 
the Crimea against Kiissia is become a part 
of my religion ; I vowed it, at the time 
when the Oznrina Anne Ivanowna, in 1736, 
soon after she had mounted the throne, sent 
Marshal Munich at the head of a savage 
army to devastate and deluge with blood, 
our glorious Pannonia, and to wage a cruel, 
shameful war against our people, our citiea^ 
■villages, and fields! 

" Meanwhile," said he, interrupting the 
further exprcsaion of his anger with a dipic 
m;itia turn, "the time will come, and verj 
soon, when the oath of my youth will ba| 
accomplished, and my brother the King of 
Prussia will see that it was no nnlucky] 
thought of his when he counted upon moj 
as an ally, and granted me the honour of 
fellow-chivalry against nussia, the enemy of 
the whole world." 
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Golz lowed respectfully, and cousiderctl 
bimseif dismissed for the preseut. 

It wae become cleaj to him that he had to 
deal with a, verv uncommon and crafty man, 
in whom a natural frankness auil an artificial 
cuuuing were united in a remarkable manner, 
and who knew how to conceal his selfishness 
and barbarifim behind a masterly diplomacy, 
'to which he gave an air of the highest good 
humour and honesty. 

The Khan now rose from his scat and said 
with peculiar formality, " When jou aildrcss 
your first despatch to my good brother tho 
King, tell him, before all things, that nothing 
he can do for me will earn my gratitude so 
much, and be such a proof of his friendship, as 
his sending me, as soon as possible, a clever phy- 
sician, for I am very ill, and I have the firmest 
conviction that one of his Piiissiaii Majesty's 
physicians would be able to cure me of my 
complaints. Though ray search after the 
philosoplier's stone should not succeed, yet, if 
I recover my full atrength, and the King will 
help me in tliat respect, and free mn from the 
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fearful epasms whicK have for some time 
visited me, he sliall see that I will quickly 
make an expedition against the Russiaiis, and 
press heavily on them when least expect«d." 

After these words had been pronounced 
'by the Khan, Gob withdrew in a deeply 
meditative mood. 

That evening the privy coimciUor Abdullah 
Eftendl, accompanied by an interpreter, visited 
him, and inquired with considerable anxiety 
if he had sent Uis first despatch to his Prussia 
Majesty. 

"When Golz replied that he was just in tho 
act of writing it, Abdullah Eifendi said that. 
he was to leave no doubt on the King's mittd 
ns to the Khan's intentions; that he fully 
pmposed to assemble his troops in the month 
of March at Akermann ; he would then lay 
his complaints against Russia at the Porte, 
and, without waiting for an answer from 
Constantinople, would at once undertake a: 
invasion of Russia. 

This seemed to be a definite point, percep- 
tible through the veil of ambiguity which had 
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hitherto concealed tlie Khan's intentions, and 
G-oIz hastened with renewed hope to announce 
in his despatch this important additional cir- 
cumstance. 
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CHAPTER VIL 

TAETAE DIPIiOMACT. 

Arrival of new presents from Frederick — Golz solicits anofbei 
audience — Verbal answer of the Khan — Betnm of the 
Court interpreter from Breslan — Presentation of gifts — 
Procrastination of the Eban — Obtains additional subsidies 
— Dissensions between Golz and Bc^^amp — The Klian 
requests Golz to retire into Moldavia. 

A DIPLOMATIC lull now took place, during 
which Golz dedicated his time partly to the 
not very agreeable society of Boskamp, and 
partly to the limited diversions and amuse- 
ments which the city afforded. 

He had to wait for the more valuable pre- 
sents for which Boskamp had applied, and 
without which it appeared that a renewal of 
negotiations with the Khan would not be 
practicable. 

At last, after the lapse of several weeks, 
Aaron Zadok, a Jew, arrived from Breslau 
with a special consignment, which King 
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I Frederick had sent to Bakschi-Serai. It 
oonaisted of tho richest aud moet coestly 
aUiSa of all kinds, fine cloth, linen, velvets, 
and silks ; a, number of gold watches and 
snuff-hoxes of considcrahle value and most 
lutifiJ workmanship ; but, above ail, of" a 
lerous collection of arms and magnificent 
[■Bwords, which would, it was confidently cx- 
ipected, make a favourable impression on the 
Khan. 
■ The Prussian envoys thereupon agreed tliat 
the moment was come for attempting to take 
a fresh step in the business : during the last 
three weeks they had not seen the Klian 

I except at a few court festivals, at which 
fthey had only had the opportimity of wit^ 
iieasiiig tho performances of the French actors, 
hearing the Khan's Tartar band, and wonder- 
ing at the boundless extravagance which 
reigned in the court of Krim-Girai. 

Golz drew up and sent by the barber a 

lemorial, informing the Khan that the 

'rusfflau envoys were provided with new 

ructions from their King, and that, as 

fceverytiung was now prepared for conclud- 
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ing a treaty between Pruasia and the Crimea, 
they earnestly desired him to appoint a day 
and hour for that purpose. 

Krim-Girai returned a Terbal answer by 
the barber to the effect that written contracts 
were not in fashion with him or his people ; 
that among the Orientals the word had not 
yet lost its power; that when he gave his 
promise, it might be considered inviolable; and 
that he bated the much writing of the Western 
nations, with the exception of their good books, 
which be esteemed highly, and with which he 
would like to fill his whole palace : that he 
himself was a man of the sword, and he 
would draw it for the King of Prussia, to 
whom he thought he gave a real proof of 
his friendship by assembling his troops at 
Akermann.* 

After the Prussian envoys had been com- 
pelled to rest satisfied for a few days with 
this answer, the arrival of the court inter- 
preter, Jacuba Aga, who on February 14tb 
came from Breslau, where be had left the 

* NachricbteD iiber die GesandtschaftsreiBe des Lieutenant 
von der Golz, a. a. 0. S. 118. 



CiiAP.ytl. QOLZ OBTAINS A PRIVATE AUDIENCE. 77 



I 



Kin^ of Prussia, appeared all at ouce to give 
a more favourable tui-u to their mis-sioa. 

Jacuba Aga bad l.irought "back llie most 
brilliant account of the honourable reception 
which the King had given him, and his 
Majesty's assurances of fi-iendship for the 
Khun, on whose ears they fell most pleassintiy. 

Krim-Girai, in spite of being obliged to 
keep his bed by a severe attack of ilbicss, 
granted Qolz a private audience, in order to 
discuss again, after a long interval, the poli- 
tical questions. 

Golz appeared at this audierice with :uiiiie- 
roua servants, and aeked permission to present 
the newly-arrived presentB from his Sovereign, 
and to display them by the Khan's bedside. 

When this peiinission was gi'anted, and the 
invalid Kban had with delight examined and 
admired the Prussian gifts, Golz expreesed 
his rcgix't at finding the Khan Buffering; and 
added that the King had sent a physician, 
Doctor Fj-ese, who had been Bummoned from 
Berlin, and who would shortly arrive in the 
Crimea, tliat he might by his skill restore the 
Tartar monarch's health. At tlie same time he 
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communicated, in a very earnest and decided 
manner, tlio King-'s wish that the Khan would 
immediately aBsemble bis troopa and set out, 
in order to lot the Kussians at oDoe feel the 
effects of liis undertaking'. Krim-Girai heard.^ 
the greater part of tliis commwnication with' 
satisfaction, and cheerfully and graciously ex- ' 
pressed his gratitude for the physician. 

For tlie last point, however, he remarked, 
with renewed caution, that his good brother 
of Prussia must give him time. 

Ou this he drew up to his face the goldl 
embroidered silk coverlet in wliich ho was*] 
^Tapped, and appeared for a nuuutc ic boi 
occupied ouly with himself and his suflferingB.i 

Then turning again to G^lz, he said lie) 
would be a friend of all Frederick's friends, ! 
and an enemy of all his enemies, though ho J 
uould not yet name with precision the day 
for assembling liia troops at Akermaun. He 
would, however, in a few days, hold a con-^ 
ference about it with his privy councillor, 
Abdiillali ElVentli. 

With tills G0I2 saw himself once taore i 
missed, and several days passed before he I 
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i any news of the Khan. At length Krim-Girai 
him tinow that he had conaalted with liis 
piivy councillor, Abdullah, on the matter ; aud 
that they had agi-eed that they must neces- 
sarily first keep the Ramazan and Bairam, 
the Lent and Easter of the Turks, and there- 
fore that they could not leave Bakschi-Serai 
before the month of Shewal (the 24th of 

. April), when they would certainly and with- 
out iail set out. 

The following day the Khan sent again for 
Golz, and repeated this assurance at a special 
audience ; hut added that the Mirzas and 
Tartar chiefs must bo gained over by pre- 

Isents. Moreover, at the same time, Krim- 

' Girai remarked that it was i-eqaisite for 
Prussia to obtain a special permission from 
the SuLilime Porte to allow him io send some 
hundred horses to the King of Prussia. Under 
that pretext it would he possible for him to 

[send as many of his Tartars as Frederick could 
desire. 

Upon this GoIk returned home, and at once 
mt down to write a despatch to M. de Resin, 
the Pniseian ambassador at the Sublime Forte, 
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reportmg- to him the esprcssions of the Khan, 
and requesting hira to introduce tlie subject 
immediately to tho Divan, tliat no timo might 
be lost in obtaining tlie necessary permission. 
He had scarcely finished his despatch, and in- 
trusted it to one of his special messengers, 
when l\xim-Gimi sent a fresh message by his 
interpreter, Jacuba Aga, to announce in hia 
name, that if the expedition to Akermann 
^vaB to be undertaken soon, the Prussian envoy 
must put down immediately two hundred 
pm-seis, or a hundred thousand piastres. 

Gobi replied without licsitation that he liad 
full power' to agree to this demand, with the 
undeitihinding, however, that the Khan wouJd 
iunnediately fidfil his promise. Golz now 
summoned the Armenian merchant whom he 
had engaged to pei'form the duties of courier 
as far as Constantinople, and provided him 
with a hill of exchange that he might obtain 
tliis sum from Bexin. 

The personal relations between Golz and 
Boskamp were in the meanwhile not of the 
most agreeable nature. Both were in fact 
alike invested with the character of envova 
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firom the King of Prussia, thouf^h Golz, from 
having been seut with a fresh and direct com- 
loission, had neceasarily obtained an aecend- 
ancy in carrying on negotiations with the 
Khan. 

This roused the jealousy of Boskamp, whuse 
pride was eatrilj wounded, and he frequently 
rented his irritability by playing malicious 
tricks. He was, moreover, at this time leading 
secretly a vicious and dissolute hfe, which he 
could not conceal from Golz, who Uved in 
the same house ; be was therefore anxious to 
he rid of a witness of his immoral conduct, 
who could make it known and injm'e liis 
character with the King. 

He had for some time tried to form an 
intrigue for the purpose of removing Gola 
from Bakuchi-Serai, and by that means not 
only free himself from an observer of all his 
actions, hut become the sole director of the 
negotiations. 

To this end he had employed certain means 
of influence which he possessed in the palace, 
to excite, when an opportunity offered, a mis- 
giving in the mind of the Khan on account 

o 
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of Golis's long protracted stay at BaksuLi- 
Serai. 

It was remarked to the Kbau tbat GoIk had 
openly made hJs appearance at the capital iu 
a too decided and prominent manner as a 
Pniesian ufficer, and that he had by this means 
espOEted tlie treaty betweeu Prussia and the 
Crimea to the vigilant eyes of the Russian 
spies, which might render all their plans 
abortive. The Khan immediately saw the 
truth of these suggestions, and sent Jacuba 
the interpreter one morning to Golz, to inform 
him that he deemed it advisable that Golz 
should, in order to hill the already awakened 
suflpiciona of the RuBaiana concerning the 
treaty imder consideration, retire into Mol- 
davia, a province dependent on the Crimea, 
and remain at Jassy until the Khan should 
have assembled his Tartars at Aktrmann. 
He promiBed that he would then invite him 
to the camp, and intrust to him the command 
of the troops as far as Silesia. He also 
ti-ansmitted to him the long-talked-of firman 
for the pmchase and export of Tartar horses, 
that he might poeeese a document in proof 
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of the innocent character of his stay in the 
country. 

Grolz did not in the least suspect that this 
new turn of affairs had been brought about 
by Boskamp's agency ; and he consulted 
him in the most friendly way as to whether 
he should obey the Khan's orders or not. 
Boskamp took pains to set before him, with 
the beat possible arguments, the advantages 
of the position at Jassy for communicating 
with the Khan ; to this there was but little 
to reply, and it would have been difficult to 
refuse compliance with wishes so decidedly 
expressed. 
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CHAPTER VIIL 



A TARTAR GIRL. 



Beantaful Tartar girl — Intrigues of Bostcamp — Gol« obteiuB 
an audience of leave, with a confinuation of the Elian's 
promises — Seta out for Jassy — Splendid scenery. 

BoSKAMP had other cogent reasons for de- 
ciding that Golz should leave Bakschi-Serai 
as soon as possible. 

He took the opportunity of telling him, 
with an air of particular confidence, that dif- 
ferences had arisen between himself and the 
Khan relative to the possession of a beautiful 
Tartar girl, which might prejudice the di- 
plomatic negotiations if they were not en- 
tirely separated from his personal affairs, as 
would necessarily be the case if Golz went to 
Jasay. 

(}olz, who had begun to find his stay at 
Bakschi-Serai rather tedious, showed himself 
interested by the mention of the beautifxil 
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Tartar ; and Boakamp, who with a smilo re- 
marked this, appeared willing to amuse Uim 
with the particulars of the adventure. 

To give liim a proof of hia confidence, he 
even offered to let him see the lady g;ifted 
with such rare charms, who had, he said, been 
for some days concealed in the upper story of 
his house. 

At these words, stepping out into the en- 
trance-hall, he clapped his hands three times, 
and called out a few words in the Tartar lan- 
guage, whereupon immediately the light tread 

' of a woman was heiird above. 

P Soon, with an easy, graceful movement, a 
slender figure de^acended the steps ; and Golz 

ft beheld, to his great surprise, beautj' which 
until now lie had only found dcBcribed in 
Eastern tales and poems. 

The fair one wore a short close-fitting 
garment, confined round tlie hips by a gold 
and silver embroidered girdle, faetfined by 
two large silver clasps ; wide trousers were 
confined at her well-turned ankles, and boole 
of yellow morocco covered her beautiful feet. 
Her face, on which shone Iimocencc, peace- 
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fulness, and artlesMness, was, as well as her^ 
tliroat, of dazzling white ; her eyes were 
dark and languishing ; and her gloss}' black I 
hair fell in thickly-plaited braids over her 
shoulders. , 

Oil the crown of her bead was placed a 
little red cap, adorned with small Turkish 
silver coins, which heightened in & moBt 
agreeable manner the air of liveliness and 
coquetry with which this Tartar girl ap-j 
proached. 

Ab soon as she perceived tbat she was not 
alone witb Boskamp, but tbat she was ubserved 
by a stranger's eye, she turned quickly round, 
and with a faint cry ran up stairs again, not ! 
failinf^:, however, to look round at G0I2 withj 
a ceitaiu confiding air, giving liim thereby a 
full view oF her chariuing face. She theu dis- i 
appeared, wbile Boskarap laughed aloud at lier^ 
hasty retreat. 

Golz was by no means diainelined to follow 
up this interesting adventure, but Ewkainp 
iuforraed him, in answer to his inquiries, that 
this was the daughter of Arland the inter- 1 
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preter, who had liini-self broug-ht ber there 
the day before, and tliat he int-entled, on ac- 
count of her beauty and amiability, to marrj' 
her. " But this is attended by a somewhat 
dangerous circumstance," said he, with his pecu- 
liar and malicious smile, " nitmely, the rivalry 
of the most houoiirtjd Khan, gifted with taste 
good ae mine ! 

" Krim-Girai wishes t« adorn his harem 
with my Seinob, of whose rare charms rumour 
has informed him, and be offers her the liigh- 
est and most flattering position if she will 
allow herself to be transplanted into his ha- 
rem. He baa also made me every species of 
proposition to thie effect, but I have roundly 
told him that I will yield my pretenKions at 
no price. In the meanwhile I have brought 
the girl here for eccurity ; for as we constitute 
a kind of acknowledged Prussian mission, his 
Tartai'ic Majesty must respect our residence, 
bad as it may look. He is fm-ious, the c!d 
fox, with me ; but I will stand my ground, and 
Seineb's slippers «ball never^ with my consent, 
tread the Klian'a seragbo. On this account I 
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hold it to be for the interest of our pending 
negotiatious tliat they sliould for a time h&M 
oonducteJ frmu another place, bo that my 
persona] affairs may not In any way projudicd^ 
the King's interest*." " 

Though Golz thought this last speech some- 
what aKmming, as in the nejiutiations withfl 
which ho was exclusively charged there had 
been little or nothuig said of Boskanip, yet^ 
he decided to comply immediately with Krim- 
Girai's ordurs. He therefore that, very day 
asked for an audience of leave, in which the] 
Khan in the most gracious maimer eoufiimec 
all his former promises. 

Golz then made Iiasty preparations for hi 
departure, ami ou a beautiful moniing in the! 
month of March, which already showed the] 
bloom of spring on the mountains and 
the valleys, set out for Jassy, by Perekoj 
Kinburu, Oczakow, and Bender. The bui 
rounding country, which at thf time of hii 
arrival in the, Crimea was struggliog between 
winter and spring, was now in wondrous 
beauty. 

The ahuoud trees were already in blossor 



Chap. VHI. SCENEBY OF THE CRIMEA. 89 

in the fields and gardens ehone inniimerable 
luxuriant and richly-coloured plants, and pro- 
digious herds of cattle and droves of horses 
grazed with camels on the plains. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



THE CZAR PETER III. 



Golz arriTes at Jaaay — Death of tie Empress Elizabeth Pe- 
trowria, and accession of Peter III. — Truce between Russia 
and Prussia — Golz receives fresh instructions — New com- 
plicatioDs — Golz raises a corps of Albanians. 

The youthful Gregor Ghika was at this time 
Prince of Moldavia, and Golz waited upon him 
as soon as he arrived at Jassy, to request his 
permission to make some stay in that place, on 
the plea of heing ordered by his Sovereign to 
remain there for the better carrying on of the 
pending negotiations between the Porte and 
Prussia. After this business was settled in 
the most friendly manner, owing to the favour 
which at that time greeted the name of Fre- 
derick the Great in all parts of Europe, he 
set to work to make himself as comfortable 
as he could in the ill-built and gloomy capital 
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of Moldavia, in which he was dsitined to re- 
main longer than he at first expected. 

After Golz had spent some time in compa- 
rative idleness, he one day received an auto- 
graph despatch from his King, announcing, 
to his great astonishment, an event which 
changed at a blow the whole face of Kuropean 
affairs. 

On the 5th of January, 1762, the Empress 
Elizabeth Petrowna, the King's bitterest 
enemy, had expired suddenly at St. Peters- 
burgh. 

This event severed one of the strongest 
threads in the dark and destructive web 
which had been woven round the head of 
the King. 

In her place a friend now reigned on the 
Imperial throne of Russia, one who had long 
been unable to reconcile with his respect for 
the Prussian hero and philosopher the war 
waged by Bussia against Prussia. 

This was the Czar Peter III., who had 
never taken part in the councils of state when 
measures were to be discussed inimical to 
him, to whom his thoughts had always turned 
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as to the model oi' wliat a king should bej 
After mounting the throne, he aeemed to bavftj 
no more impui hint or jH-esgiiig duty to per-] 
form than to offer to Prussia a peace based on] 
the firmest friendehip. 

He had immediately caused overtures to 
made to tlii» effect at tlie King's bead-quar- 
ters at Breslau, through hiB fevourite and) 
confidant, Colonel Godowitz. 

Rumoiu- had already vaguely Hutod at 
this change of rule iu Russia, an event en-A 
tailing far and wide the most imjiortant cou- 
sequences ; but Golz now saw confirmed bj 
the sign manual of his Sovereign the gre 
and entirely new combinations into whi< 
aflfairs had suddenly entered. 

In this despatch he was informed that a^ 
truce had been entered into, and au order 
given in consequence for the withdrawal of 
the Czerneczew corps from the Austrian 
army, ^ 

This intelligence was accompanied by in- 
structions for Golz; an entirely new plan of 
Conduct was chalked out, to be followed iu 
his negotiations with the Khan ; aud he was 
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inatructed to induce Krim-Girai to invade 
Hung:anr xrith his forces. 

To tbese instructions was added tho in- 
formation that the Czar Peter III. had al- 
ready assured the King that in case the 
Porte should be inclined to war with Aus- 
tria, and would undertake an invasion of 
Hungary, Kusaia would observe the strictest 
nentrahty. 

I Golz was desired, as soon as he had ob- 
tained a Tartar contingent from the Khan, 
to commence liis marrh with great prudence 
through Poland, aud to abstain from all 
violence towards Russia and RuRsian sub- 

I jecle : he was to lead this corps to Kaschau, 
where he would join the Werner corps, 
already under orders to proceed to that 

j place.* 

Thus the state of affairs was completely 
changed, and Golz would gladly have set to 

I work immediately with energy and diligence 
to fulfil his now task. 



* Ocundtscbaruretsa ^i>9 Lieutenants von derGolz nach dem 
[Tatar-Khan, a. ii. 0. i*. 1:!2. 
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But as the negotiations with the court of 
Bakschi-Serai, by writing, were very slow, 
and retrograded almost in the same propor- 
tion as they advanced, the moment for action 
appeared extremely uncertain. 

At the same time it became apparent that 
the French consul resident at Bakschi-Serai 
had hit upon the scent of the Prussian deal- 
ings with the Khan, and had given tidings of 
them to his government. 

It occurred to Golz, who felt the want of a 
congenial occupation, to enlist several hun- 
dred Albanians, a warlike people, who in 
their constant rebellions against the Turks 
had been inured to war, and to form of them 
a corps, which might assist in the invasion of 
Hungary. 

With the aid of an Albanian officer, who 
had served in the Hospodar's body-guard, 
he got together in a few weeks forty men, 
who, having received two ducats bounty, and 
a promise of the same pay monthly, swore 
fidehty to the King of Prussia. He then 
went to Salkutz in Bessarabia, to prepare for 
the campaign. 
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He shortly after received his Sovereign's 
approbation, with instructions to increase 
the number of Albanians for his Majesty's 
service. 
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CHAPTER X. 



THE FOUR GUARAJfTEBD POINTS, 

Kiim-Girfti takes tbe field, and is jniceii by Otols — AudJCDCa 
of tJiD Rban — Addiiiounl Hubsidie^ — Disoussioti of political 
quMtioiLs i\voiili.Hi by the Kh&n — Fortmrd movemeot of his 
cuDiji — Decides on taking the road to Utuigary. 

At last Golz heard that Krim-Girai bad left 
tis capital at the eud of May witli six thou- 
Band Tartars, and wae ready for action : he 
thought, therefore, that the time was come 
for hiia to resume in person the conduct of 
affairs, and he immediately made his prepa- 
raiioiiB for leaving Jasay, which lie did on 
the lltU of June, proceeding by Kauachai and 
Schobprski to Czepezakly, on the frontier of 
New Servia. 

This was pointed out to him as the spot 
where Krim-Girai thought of halting, and he 
arrived there at the same time as the Khan 
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himself, who for the present seemed to move 
forward by slow and mcaRured marches. 

Qoh, at his first audience of the Khan, 
found him attended by Boskamp and the 
Pruiwian phyaician Dr. Frese, who had iu the 
meanwhile Vieen appointed oamp and state 
phjBician, and been ordered to atteml him on 
this jouriiev- 

The Klian was fully equipped, and wore 
all the innig-nia of a commander-in-chief, 
■which heightened the beauty of his fine form ; 
but his eountenance bore the same cmining 
expression which liad before perplexed GoIk, 
and rendered liini fnispicioiis. 

Ki-im-Girai appeared on the whole more 
cheerful and happy than ever, and said to 
Golz, giving him his hand familiarly, " You 
find me quite a healthy man, thanks to my 
good brother of Prussia, who sent me the 
delightful Dr. Fri-se, whose pille have con- 
quered the devil in my body in the most 
agreeable manner jiossible. Would that I 
could overcome all the King's enemies as 
easily with my sharp Tartar sword! It 
■will not please mc to see yo-u so quickly recon- 
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ciled with the Russians, and to be forced to 
fight the Austrians, who are a fine, generous, 
brave nation, and whose Sovereign never did 
me any harm. The Russians are not to be 
trusted, even with the best sounding and most 
solemn promises in their mouths, and your 
country and people will yet have to repent 
that Krim-Girai was restrained when he was 
ready to strike a blow at his hereditary 
enemy, and was for ever prevented from 
sowing the seeds for the destruction of 
Russia. 

" However, I love your King, to whom 
I am indebted for my health, so dearly, 
that if he agrees to the fulfilment of my 
new conditions, I will cheerfully make the 
sacrifice, and march against the good Aus- 
trians. I will, as I have promised, enter 
Hungary with fifty thousand men, and I 
will besides send eight thousand to the King 
in Silesia ; but I must be sure that he will 
fulfil the conditions which I have made, and 
I hope that I see you prepared to execute 
them." 

Golz was not in a condition to take this 
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responsibility on himsel:^ but be assured the 
Kban that the King's answer would come in 
a day or two, and that, according to the com- 
munications already received, he did not doubt 
that His Majesty would assent to the pro- 
posals. 

" You are determined to have it in black 
and white," said the Khan, an air of studied 
reserve spreading over his coxmtenance. '* We 
Tartars, children of nature, have no need of 
writing down our promises, for our very 
religion commands us to keep them with good 
faith ; they are, therefore, secure on the mere 
word of a believer. Ibn Chaldun, the great 
and wise Arabian politician, who may well be 
compared to your Montesquieu, says, * The 
word of a behever concludes peace and makes 
war according as he speaks, for the power of 
everything created lives in the pure word of 
a believer, from which states arise, and cities 
and nations flourish, as the tree grows up from 
its roots.' But with you everything grows up 
from writing, therefore' among you no one 
believes another ; for writing is patient, and 
bears hes without blushing, but the word halts 

H 2 
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when it is sullied by the breath of a lie. You, 
therefore, need not doubt raj word ; but I 
must take counsel day and night, and test 
your writings by the light both of the sun 
and moon." 

The Khan seemed on this occasion to take 
pleasure in being somewhat sententious, and 
Golz thought himself called upon to acquiesce 
cheerfully in what he said. 

The next day the courier arrived with 
the King's despatch, written in Latin, con- 
cerning the four points which Krim-Girai 
had at the last negotiation desired to see 
settled. 

They consisted of the formal declaration of 
neutrality on the part of Russia during the 
war with Austria ; of the promise that the 
Russian fortresses on the Tartar frontier should 
be destroyed, and, as a pledge of this, the 
recall within their own limits of the Russian 
Cossacks who had entered the Tartar king- 
dom ; and, lastly, of the important condition 
that the Khan should receive from the King 
of Prussia before the commencement of hos- 
tilities four hundred and fifty purses, in ad- 
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dition to the two hundred which the King had 
already paid.* 

The Prussian courier also hrought intelli- 
gence that Prince Dashkow, the Russian am- 
bassador at the Porte, had received orders to 
proceed to the Khan's camp to declare the 
neutrality of Russia, and to discuss more fully 
the remaining points. 

The two representatives of Prussia received 
at the same time through the courier secret 
orders to agree to pay the four hundred and 
fifty purses, but not actually to pay them down 
before they should arrive on the Hungarian 
frontier. 

On the receipt of the guarantees Krim- 
Girai remained impenetrably silent. He 
amused himself part of the day with the chase 
in the neighbouring mountains, and spent the 
remainder of his time in his tent, which joined 
that of the Prussian envoys. 

In the evenings his band performed, and 
Golz and Boskamp were invited to these con- 

* GesandtBchafteveise des Lieutenauta voa Golz nach dem 
Tatar-Khan, a. a. 0. S. 124. 
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ccrta ; but in his oonversatioiis with thee 
Krim-Gririii made not the slig-htest allusion 
any |>oiiit connected with the state of affaii-a, 
speaking to thera oiily of imisic, the ai't^?, and 
pliilosoiihv, whicli last he repeatedly said was 
hirt hobhy. 

He mado Gnlz tell him about tJie operasj 
and plays which Frederick caused to 
performed at his court, Ustemug- with the] 
^eatest attention, uud making notes of any- 
thing" remartable in a larf^e memorandum-' 
Iwok, curried by a servant behind him. 

One morning, however, he sent, for Qolsij 
and Boskamp, and drily informed them that 
he was by no means satisfied with the gv»-| 
rantccs which he had reecived from Frederick 
tlie Great. He bad on a former ocaision told 
them that he always examined with the 
greatest distrust the writings of the Westeru 
nationB, since they were a substitute for theJ 
spoken word ; he had meditated on the so- 
nanied guarantees all night, and perceived 
that they were thin and fragile as smooth 
ioe, tliTough which it was easy to tall over 
the ears into deep water, and be lost. He. 
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then added morosely that it must not be 
foi^jfotten that he was a dependant of the 
Port«, and tliat, althongli he had sent his 
chief councillor, Abdullah EfFendi, to Con- 
stantinofile to falhoui the Sultan's wishca, he 
could undertake no war without his pei"- 
miesion ; meauwhilo lie could not engage in 
any further negotiations with Frederick, and 
that therefore the Pmsaian envoys would no 
longer be received in their diplomatic ca- 
pacity, hut simply as worthy gncstR whom he 
should be happy to see at his concerts, and 
with whom lie would with pleasure couveree 
on art and science, carefully avoiding all 
[•oliticu] questions. 

The negotiations thus appeared to be once 
more broken off; but a few days afterwards 
Krim-Girai exjireased himself to the Prussian 
envoys in a manner which stsemed agjtin to 
imply his readiness for war, and he alluded 
especially to the four hundred and fifty purses, 
the chinking of which he was anxious to tiear 
ay soon as possible. 

They infonned the King of Prussiu of tlio 
Blatt of affairs in a detailed statement, to bo 
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delivfcred to His Majcfitj hy Dr. Frese, wbo 
stalled ou the 27tb June, the Kliaii being 
perfectlj restored to health. 

The Tvlian now moved Ids camp for- 
wards, aud on the 1st July he encamped 
in the province of Aksu, ou the river Bong, 
where he appeared to wish to rpinain sonte 
time ; the uncertainty of his intention, how- 
ever, waB shown by bis suddenly seeking for 
informiiLion concerning the rusLtls leailing into 
Hungary, and by his inviting- Golz and 
Boskanip to assist at a conference on this 
subject. 

The Khan, mucli to hiw own delight, showed 
bis g'cographical and strategical knowledge, 
aud they decided at last for the road along 
the Ukraine frontier down the Dniester by 
Bender and Jiohanka. 

At this time Major Von Samogy, by birth 
a Hungarian, but in the Prussian aervicu, 
whom Frederick tliu Great had sent by the 
express wish of thu Klian to liave near him 
a trusty officer acquiiinted with the state of 
Hungary, arrived in the camp. 

There were thus three Prusaiaii envoy a 
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present, who united all their arts and per- 
suasions to induce the Khan to set his military 
force in motion, and to remove immediately 
farther from the Russian frontiers, where a 
strong body of daring Cossacks were watch- 
ing him. 
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CHAPTER XL 

CAMP AT KAWSCHANT. 

Qkange of opiiii(»i at ConstaQtinople — Influence of the French 
ambasaador — Krim-Girai quairela with BoBkamp — Semeb 
taken from Boskamp by the Khan's orders — Boskamp com- 
manded to quit the Khan's territory — Departure, of the 
Prussian envoys — End of the mission. 

Krim-Gtirai's march was so fortunately con- 
ducted that as early as the 29th of July he, 
with his column, entered Kawschany, a town 
situated on the Botna, four miles from Ben- 
der, where he had a castle, built a short time 
before by bis order, in which he now esta- 
blished his head-quarters. 

This palace, furnished with extravagant 
magnificence and beauty, he entered in 
state, and again remained for some time 
invisible to the King of Prussia's repre- 
sentatives. 
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Tliey had taken up their residence in the 
town, and were obliged to cjonfiue their 
activity to keeping a sharp look-out on all 
that passed around them. 

For sume days it had Vieen evident that 
something extranrdinnry was going on in the 
palace, in which Ivj-im-Girsii had shut him- 
self np. 

Abdullah EflPendi, who till now had lii> 
gered at Constantinople, returned with news 
which seemed to escrciac an iriTsistiblc in- 
Hiience on the continuaily-ehanglng plans of 
the Klian, 

By means of the spies whom BcBkamp 
had in the palace they learuetl that there 
had been a complete change of opinion at 
Constantinople, which threatened to set 
aside the proposed nlHatice between Prussia 
and the Porte, and for the time to render 
nugatory every warlike niidertaking based 
thereon. 

This change liad been brotiglit about by 
the influence of the French amWfifiador at 
Constantinople, who, having been long ac- 



108 TURKISH TENAUTr. Paet I. 

quainted with the military convention spoken 
of between Prussia and the Porte, had taken 
an opportunity to gain a decided influence 
over the effeminate, dreamy Sultan, Musta- 
pha III. 

The first favourite of the Grand Slgnior 
had allowed himself to be bought over, with 
an immense sum, and had had the audacity, 
6n the very day which had been named for 
the ratification of the Turco-Prussian treaty, 
to throw himself at his sovereign's feet, with 
tears in his eyes, beseeching him to abstain 
from an alliance with Prussia, and thereby 
to keep clear of complications which could 
only lead to the greatest dangers for Turkey, 
and bring the country into a costly and fruit- 
less war. 

Although the Grand Vizier Hamid Hassan 
Pacha, and the Mufti Bekir Effendi Sade 
Ahmed, who had both continually spoken in 
favour of the treaty with Prussia, now urged 
it with increased warmth, and used all their 
influence in favour of an alliance, the Sultan 
seemed suddenly determined against it ; he 
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Tetunied to \m favourite pursuits, and oc- 
cupied liimaplf with literature ami the Kupcr- 
intendence of the buildingB whinh were in 
progress, without listening to any fnrtbor 
propoeals for war. This intelligence had the 
most i-emarlcahle effect on the wavoring and 
excitable mind of Krim-Girai. 

At this time another circumstance roused 
tlie anger of the Khan against Boskamp, and 
led Imn to adi>pt a more eevere line of con- 
duct towards him. 

Ki-ini-Girai was in the habit of taking 
Tvalks at night alone, sometimef? in die- 
guise. As be passed one evening through 
a street of Kawscliany bis attention was at- 
tracted by loud laughti^r and the noiae of 
mirth, and be strapped before tlie bouse from 
■which the sounds isimed. Soon "was beard 
tbe sweet voic^e of a woman, singing, with 
the most touching and charming expression, 
ft a Tartar song to the sound of the guitar, 
Hand Ki-im-Giiai, who was ready for every 
kind of adventure, could not refrain from 
climbing on the balcony of tlie house and 
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taking a peep through the half covered 
windows. 

What he saw sufiSced to inflame his anger 
beyond all bounds, and he with diflSculty 
restrained it from immediately bursting 
forth. 

He discovered that he was standing before 
Boskamp's house, and perceived, to his great 
indignation, that Boskamp had allowed the 
charming daughter of Arland, the interpreter, 
about whom there had for some months been 
serious misunderstandings between him and 
Krim-Girai, to join him in the camp at Kaw- 
schany, contrary to the express agreement 
under which the dispute as to the possession 
of Seineb had been adjusted. The Khan had 
declared himself ready to give up all claim 
to the beautiful Seineb for his harem on the 
condition that Boskamp would cease the 
attempt to appropriate her, by which he 
caused open scandal, and violated the cus- 
toms of the coxmtry. 

This compromise, which appeared no easy 
one to the Khan, Boskamp had evidently 
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infring^ed, inasmuch as he had bound the at- 
tractive fair one to himself with such strong 
tics, that she had foilowcd him even to tho 
distant camp. 

The scene whieli Krim-Ginii with rising 
anger beheld was certainly not calculated 
to ennlile him to maintain tho apjiearaiice 
of indifference to Scineb's charms which he 
had from renaon and policy aseumod. 

The beautiful Tartar appeared more lovely 
than ever in the joyoim company in which she 
now was with hor Prussian friend. She 
wore a black and red cmliruidcred shawl, 
wound picturesquely round her gloasy, thickly- 
braided hair, which gave her an iiTesistible 
air of coquetry, considerably heightened by 
a tight-fitting dress, showing to advantage 
her beautiful figure ; and her neck and bosom 
were adorned by costly jewels, which threw 
around her a blaze of light. 

She was singing and dancing to the sound 
of the guitir, and displayed such bcwilching 
grace aud archness, that at last Krim-Girai, 
nnable to contain hie feelings, sprang down 
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from the l>alcoTiy, g"iving utterance to them 
in loud improcations. 

He hurried from the spot, swearing that he 
would speedily be revenged. 

On his way home, he Tented his rage oi 
flome Tartar soldit-rs, whom lie found aslee] 
oil their post, with long pipes in their tuoutl 
close to their dromedaries. 

He roused Rome of these animals by striking 
them with the flat blade of his sword, so ths 
they suddenly rose with a great noise, throw^ 
ing the soldiers who lay asleep at their side 
to a considerable distance. 

A fearfnl laugh froiu Krim-Girai, 
with him iu moments of great excitcmeni 
followed this disturbance ; he then vanished 
in the darkness, and took the road back to tli* 
Castle. 

No sooner bad ho arrived there than hff* 
ordered Mustapha Aga, who, even in the 
camp, possessed his exclusive confidence 
certain matters, to proceed with a 
chair and a party of soldiers to Boshamp'i 
houee, and to bring back Arland the Intei 
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ireter's daugliter, if necessary by force, and 

iduct her instantly to the harem. 

The Khau charged him at the same time 
to command the Pru8«ian envoys, to whom 
he intended to give audience, to attend at 
the palace early the next morning for that 
purpose. 

The next day accordingly Golz, Boskamp, 
and Samogy appeared at the palace at the 
appointed hour, and were received by tlie 
Khan with a uloiided brow and stern expres- 
sion of countenance which augui'ed no good 
for them. 

Bosk;unp thought it advisable to take the 
initiative, and retjuested permission to lay 
before liim a com plaint to the eftect that. 
while in all civilized countries the residence 
of an ambassador was held sacred, his dwelling 
had been violated by the forcible entry of a 
body of soldiers. The insiilt to him was thf 
greater, inasmiich as a person who was dear 
to him, and to whom he possessed au incon- 
testable claim, had been carried off. 

Krim-Grirai heard him at first in silonee, 

I 
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l)Ut witli an anniliilatiug look w}iicli indicated 
the eeverity of the resolution he was about to, 
ailopt. 

After a long" and anxious pause lie said, 
"It is an error if you, j2:entle7nen, still con- 
sider yourselves accredited agents of ray good 
IirotJier the King of Prussia. I have already 
told you, a long time ago, that I caa only 
look upon you as my guests. 

*' My policy, gentlemen, as to the war, is 
different from yours ; aitd, moreover, the 
■wind hlo\¥s 80 French at Constantinople, tha' 
i should endanger myself and my jjeople 
if I made war against the expressed orders 
of the Sultan. But as my guestfi, I have 
treated you with all honour, trusting tha 
you would do nothing contrary to the cus- 
toms of the country and the reapcct due to 
my person. 

" One of you, however, to whom by a nod 
of my head I will show my disapprobation, 
has by his conduct insulted mc, and gone 
far as to break his word, which he liad 
lemnly pledged. 
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" I order him on tliis account to leave 
Kawsehany tliis day — nay, this hour — nay, 
tiiis very minute — and never to set foot 
again in ray territory, on pain of losing his 
head." 

The Khan accompanied these words by a 
motion with hit* liaiid so threat«;ning, and so 
full of contempt for Bostamp, that the latter 
gave up all idea of resistance. 

Krim-G-irai, without taking fiirther notice 
of Bnekamp, turned with much friendiinesato 
the others, and entreated them not to allow 
this occurrence to deter thorn from a longer 
stay at his Court. 

(lolz declared, however, that a longer stay 
was impossihle, as in a despatch of the day be- 
fore the King's direct command had reached 
him to set out immediately on his journey 
homewai-d. 

When the Khan heard this, the kind-heartod- 
ness which was the real foundation of his 
character predomina1«d in its full extent. 

Giving his hand to Golz and Samogy, he 
I declared that he should part from them with 
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the greatest sorrow, and that the only tliought 
which could cousole him was, tiiat tlu-oiigh 
them thy aesurauce of his admiration and 
frieiidshi]! for tlit^ir gi-eat niOTiarch would be 
expressed in the very best manner. 

He begged Gob; to accept two Circassian 
horses* with bridles and harnees, which were 
to be immediately brought roiuid. 

He added that the travellers would be] 
escorted to the Polish frontier. 

Golz felt himself indeed much moved by 
this farewell, in which the Khan showed, 
cordial nud genuine feeling. 

Early the nest day the tbree Pitissian en- 
voys started ; they were to travel together 
by Jasey to Czernakutz, and tiiere Boekamp^B 
wan to wait until further orders from the ™ 
King, On the i5th December, 1762, G^lz 
and Samogy arrived at Leipzig, where the 
Xing was sojourning, and gave hie Majesty] 
an account of their adventures. 

Th\is ended this remarkable mission to thel 
Khan of tlie Crimea, by means of which 
Frederick the Great hoped to bring about] 
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such a diversion in the East as would lead 
to a settlement of the affairs of Europe by 
reducing, according to his first proposal, the 
power of Russia, or, according to his second, 
that of Austria. 
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CHAPTER I. 

THE VIEWS OF SULTAN MUSTAPHA CONCERNING 
POLAND. 

Intriguea at ConatantJuople against Krim-Girai — Deprived of 
his dignity — Itaises the country for his protection — Leaves 
the palace — New complications at tlie Turkish capital — 
Death of Augustus III., King of Poland, and election of 
Poniatowski — Civil war in that country — Rnsaian invasion 
— Boskamp sent by Poniatowski to Constantiiiople — The 
Sultan prepares for war. 

Some years after the events related in the last 
chapter, Krim-Girai, the heroic Khan of the 
Crimea, became the victim of diplomatic in- 
trigue. 

It had never been forgotten at the Comi; 
of Constantinople that Krim-Girai had been 
borne to the Tartar throne on the waves of a 
revolution, and an opportunity had continually 
been watched for to get rid of a man who was 
obnoxious, for many reasons, and who was 
especially distrusted on account of his free 
and independent spirit. 
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An unsucceBsfuI war waged by him again 
the Circaflsianfl at last afforded a pretest ; i 
Porte suddenly omitted to send him t 
50,000 piastres granUnl annually for the su 
port of the military eatabliRhment in the' 
Crimea, and Krira-Girai, wLo saw through 
iheir intentions, again raised the whole 
country, and more especially the rebelliously 
inclined tribe of the Noghais, for his pro- 
tection. 

Every year the (5 rand Signinr sent by 
special messenger, ■\vith the customaiy gifted' 
a firman couiirmiitg the Khan in his fuuc* 
tionR. 

In the year 1764, however, the firman ar- 
rived without the sword and marten fur, 
without the heron "e plume, and without the 
agreeable gift of u lew thousand sequins. 

It was easy to underetand that the firman 
tliis time did not confirm Ihe Khan in his 
dignity, but rather deprived him of it. 

Remarkable and unexpected was Krim- 
Gii'ai'B conduct on this occasion. 

If on the thix-d day after the arrival of the 
Grand Signior'e messenger without the uaual 
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presents tlie Khan made no preparatioii for 
his departure, be tliereby declaiTd himself to be 
m rebellion. Krim-Girai had prepared every- 
thing for open Lostilitiea, and the Nog'liais, 
always leady for wjir, had come down from 
■jthe mountain fastut^ssti-s into the town as soon 
"as the report reached them that the imperial 
messenger had arrived without the usual gifts 
om the Grand Signior. He was neverthe- 
as seen on the third day, accompanied by a 
w of his trusty followers, bidding a silent 
farewell to tlie gigantic palace of the Khans, 
previously to gawg into exile in Roumelia 
t— in which province lay the ancestral estate 
Ibf the Girais, whither khans, when they 
fell into disgrace, were in the habit of 
retiring. 

In the meanwhile new complicatJous had 
arisen at Constantinople, which i-endered more 
robable the war between Kussia and the 
'orte, so long withstood by the Sultan Mua- 
.pha. 

The election of the King of Poland, which 
always spread the sparks of discord far and 
ide, had, on the death of Augustus 111., 
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caused a fresli conflict between the entanglec 
interests of Russia, Prussia, Austria, aii< 
Fiance, and thtis a flame had be^n kindled 
which would not permit the Porte to remain 
li>]]ger in dreainy Tepoee. J 

Tlic Sultfvn's council had come to the up- 
riglit and sag-acious decision tliat tbu freedom 
of Poland ought to be upheld and defended 
from the interference of any foreign court. 

The election of Poniatowski, the lughlyJ 
gifted and amiable favourite of the Empres 
Catherine, had nevertheless taken place 
der the protection of Russian arras, and hel 
policy working- with that of Prussia, ant 
supported ty that of England and Dcnmarl 
made the intorcsts of tho dissenters a pre 
text for interfering in the internal affairs oi 
Poland. 

The national and Catholic elements hegai 
at the samo time to make liead against Ponia- 
towskif who was striving to obtain full an^| 
perfect equality for the disseutti-s. Powerful 
confederacies assembled in all parts of tt 
country, and raised a civil war againfit tl>^ 
aewly-erected throne. But Russia ordered 
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ler iroops to march across tlie frontiers of 
[Poland, and advance to Warsaw. 

Tlie Polish patriots, as the insurgents of the 

national party styled themselves, now thought 

^t necessary to seek aid from the Porte, and 

' drew up a memorial, to be delivered by Stan- 

Ikiewicz, the Polish resident at Constantinople, 
tt^ether with one from the Crown Field 
Marshal Branild. 
It was therein earnestly insisted upon that 
Poland, depHved of her independence, might 
fell into the power of Kuesia, and that thus 
I new dangers might be created for Turkey. 
The Porte, worked upon by various diplo- 
matic influoncea, wavered for eomo time before 
coming to a decision on the subject. 
K M. de Boskamp, who had entered the Polish 
service, and had recently arrived at Con- 
stantinople with the formal declaration of 
the King's election, found there more room 
than he c^Lpected for the display of his 
activity as an agent of PoniatowskJ, and a 
Htool of Russia. 

But Boskamp did not obtain his real wish, 
which was, to become the regular Polish 
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minister at tLe Porte ; for the remembrance 
his conduct in the Crimea, where he had, 
Prussian consul and agent of Frederick t 
Great, tried to excite Krim-Girai 1o arbitra 
measures, was strongly against him at Con- 
stantinople. 

Determined as the Sultans council appea; 
to be to evade open war against Russia, eau 
were at work which were more powerful thai 
all diplomatic reserve, and of more avail th 
all Turkish statesmanship. 

Popular superstition, no one knew wh 
held that a war with Russia was imminen 
and this had been prophesied in the y 
1767, at the great fire of Pern, when t 
Riistiian emhaesy was dcsti-oyed hy the flam 

The idea that war with Bussia was inevi- 
table had taken deep root in the Sultan's mind, 
and had become so firmly implanted there, 
that it haunted him continually ; he dreamed 
of it by night, and it formed the coiistatit su 
jeet of his conversation hy day. 

One of his principal confidants at this time 
was a Grcrman named Ghobie, who had been 
appointed court physician ; to this man 
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first imparted the design of making- war on 
Buaaia, whicli was feiincnting witliin him. 

One day when Gholns was in attendance on 
a favonrite siUtaiia, who had had an epileptic 
fit, the Sultan seated himself at her bedwide 
and euterod Into a long eouversation with 
liim on the state of political affairs. He said 
that there waa nothing in the world that he 
hated like Russia, and that Ma hatred of this 
power, which grudged free breathing to every 
other nation, no longer allowed him to sleep 
in peace. The thought of Poland brought 
tears into Mg eyes, and made his sword im- 

I patient to leap from its scabbard. He would 
long ago have declared war against Russia, 
on account of her invasion of Poland and 
Greorgla, contrary to tix-aties, if the Ulemas, 
corrupted by the Russians, had not made 
Buch ohstinate resistance ; he trusted, how- 

[ever, that he should soon have broken their 
;power, when he would be sure of coming to 
an underntandiug with Austria, wliich stood 

r aloof from an alliance with RuRtia; he would 
then answer the cry of Poland for assistance, 
and send foi'th his whole force against the Czar. 
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Dr. G-hobie, who was In eocrct coramuni- 
cation with the Austrian internuncio, M. de 
Brogniard, immediately imparted to him this 
aBtoniBhiug- intelli^^^euct?, having first ques- 
tioned Mustapha the dvrarC, the Sultan's 
prime favourite, as to hi^ Sovereign's inten- 
tions, and obtfljncd from liim a lull confirma-j 
tiou of their warlike nature. 

The Sidtan had ordered some hundred im-l 
perial tents to be prepared, nominally for the 
fetes which were to take place on the occasion 
of the circumcision of the Prince Selim ; but 
tis Dr. Grhobis learned in the Seraglio that 
this ceremony was not to take place imme- 
diately, ho came to the coiiclusion that thoj 
order for the tents betokened preparations for' 
war, 
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CHAPTER II. 

declaration of WAH. against RUSSIA BY THE 
PORTE. 

Complicated diplomatic reladoDS — Dismissal of the Grand 
Tizier, and appointment of Hamsa Facba — Obreskoff, the 
BoBsian ambaasador, insulted — The Porte declares war — 
Obreskoff sent to the Seven Towers. 

The diplomatic relations with Eussia soon 
became more complicated, and a game of 
questions and answers began, in which the 
Porte raised new difficulties with respect to 
the entry of the Russians into Poland, and 
Obreskoff, the Russian Resident at Constan- 
tinople, sometimes pretended that he knew 
nothing about the matter, and sometimes 
declared that this measure neither had, nor 
could have, any other object than to protect 
freedom and religious Uberty in the case of 
dissenters. 

K 
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The Rnsaiau and Prussian dlplomatiste io.] 
tliis affair united in acting a comedy, iu wliicl 
tlie parta were admirably distributed, in order 
to repress and turn into ridicule tlie Sultan'»« 
honest endeavour to assist Poland, and avei 
the arm of Russia stretched out to grasp it. 

The noble-minded Sultan, however, con- 
tinued to take the matter more and more 
heart, and his vexation was increased by deeds 
of violence and otlier acts which could only^l 
bo attributed to Russian contrivances and 
intrigues ; such were the insurrection of the 
Moldavians, which was excited by Ru^ian. 
monks, and of the Montenegrins, who wcrej^ 
openly instigated by Ruseian agents. The 
Sultan at last made up his mind to remove 
the only remaining obstacle to a declaration 
of war. 

For this end it was necesBary to get rid of 
the Grand Vizier, Muhsinsade : accordingly, 
on the day of Rikiab, when the ministers 
their respects at the Sultan's stu-rup, ho 
suddenly dismissed. 

This Grand Vizier, who had at the last^ 
council been on the side of the XJIemas, who 







f Chap. U. 



WAR DECLARED LKaiTIMAIT. 



131 



I 



were opposed to the war, was now o!)liged to 
retire into bauislimeut at Teuedoa, accom- 
paTiied by a chamberlain, whom lie cowld not 
look at without a trembling expectation of 
approaching death, as this was the officer who 
"had escorted ttie late (Iraud Yizier, Bahir 
Mustapha, to Mltylene, and had brought back 
Itis head. 

Hainsa I'acha, a man of enterprising and 
determined character, was now named Grand 
Vizier: he had twentj-five years l)efore, at 
the age of fifteen, entered tlio Seraglio as a 
oonfectioucr's boy ; he nest became a page, 
and liad since succeeded in, rising rapidly 
from one jwst of honour to another. 

A grand council was held on the 4tli of 
October, 1768, at which war with Russia was 
declared to be legitimate; the acts of violence 
perpetrated by Ruasia against Turkey wero 
given as one motive for this decision, but the 
state to which Poland waa reduced by the 
entry of the Russian troops into her tenitory 
was assigned as the principal ground. 

A last attempt, however, to change the 
determination of Russia was to he made by 

K 2 
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the new Grand Vizier in an interview wit 

the Knssian ambassador. 

Obreskoff, wlio had for some time past 
deBirod to have a private a^idience, was iiow| 
invited to a public one, to be held in the 
grand saloon of the Divan before the wholej 
body of ministers. 

The Russian amliassador put on his splen-| 
did gala nniform, as he intended to take this j 
opportunity of congratulating the new Tizier^ 
whom he had not yet seen since his appoint-j 
raent. 

To liis surpriae he was allowed to wait foi 
lialf an hour in the strang;er8' room, and 
then introduced into the throne room with 
total absence of state or ceremony. 

His astoniaiiment increased when he founds 
that the Grand Vizier, instead of coming for-j 
ward to welcome liim, did not even rise from j 
the sofa on which he was reclining in an alti-^ 
tude that appeared to be intentionally dis- 
respectful.* 

This insuttine- behaviour for a moment! 
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deprived the ambassador of liia coraposnrp, 
but lie tliouglit it best to leave it unnoticeJ, 
and cabnly begau the address which he bad 
prepured. 

He had scarcely begun when the Grand 
Tizier iudiguautlv" iuterrupted biin, and gave 
him to understaud that there hail been quite 
onoiig-h words and negotiations between 
Russia and the Porte. 

The Tizior then drew a paper from his 
IwBOm, and showed it to Obreskoff'; it was a 
document which the latter ]iad signed fonr 
years before oti behalf of his government, 
engaging that the wliole of the Rusiiian forces, 
with tlie exception of VOOO men, should be 
withdrawn from Poland. The Grand Vizier 
struck with hie hand the place on wliicU the 
number stood, and exclaimed with warmth 
that there were now ^0,000 soldiers in 
Poland. 

Obreskoff remarked with confusion that he 
could only acknowledge to 25,000, " So you 
acknowlt^dgu yom- faithlessness, do yon?" cried 
the Vizier, wiih the most intense rage. '* You 
admit that you are a traitor, a perjurer! Do 
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you not blasli for tlie hoirors which 
soldiers have committed in a country which 
does not belong to them? How caii yo 
Justify Eiisaiari troops having lately b 
down Balta, the property of the Khaus ol 
Tartary ?" 

The Russian ambassador stood in silent, 
embarraeement. 

The Vizier then laid before htm the 
ditiona decided upon in council, and called 
upon him to sign tliem in the name of 
Government, declaring that if he refused t 
do so, war against Russia would be irr 
vocably decided ujion by tlie Porte. 

These conditiona principally concerned th 
independence of Poland, and provided that 
Russia would never more interfere either i 
the election of the kin^, or in the religio 
(juestionH of that countiy ; that she woiil 
withdraw her troops, and leave the ind 
pendence and freedom of Poland on all point 
untouched. 

Obreskoff declared that he could not taki 
n]>on liiiuaelf to agree to these conditionR, no 
having received full powers to that effect. 
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Upon this the Grand Tizier rose from his 
seat, which he had hitherto retained in an 
unaltered position, and with a thundering 
voice exclaimed, " Then the Porte declares 
war against Russia ! " 

The ambassador answered calmly, that 
Russia had not sought this war, but that, as 
soon as it was announced to her, she would 
enter into it in earnest, and cany it through 
with energy. 

Obreskoff was then re-conducted to the 
strangers' room, there to remain until the 
Vizier had informed the Sultan of what had 
passed, and had taken his pleasure. 

He was kept waiting from eleven a.m. until 
three p.m. 

The answer from the Seraglio was at last 
brought by the Provost Marshal, who, after 
informing M. de Obreskoff that he had now 
the charge of his person, dismissed the Janis- 
saries who had previously attended him. 

In a few minutes the interpreter of the 
Porte and the Master of the Ceremonies also 
appeared, and announced to the Russian 
ambassador the Sultan's command that he 
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should be placed in confinement in the Seven 
Towers. 

Obreskoff replied that he had no alterna- 
tive, and must yield to force ; he only re- 
quested that he might have the company of 
a few persons of his suite, in compliance with 
which request a secretary, two interpreters, 
and seven servants were allowed to accom- 
pany him to the Seven Towers. His horses 
were sent back to Pera.* 

• Hammer, ' Geschielite dea OsmamacheD Eeiches,' viii. 315. 
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CHAPTEK III. 

KEIM.GIRAI COMMiNDER-IN-CHIEF AGAINST THE 
RUSSIANS. 

Krim-Girai reealled from eiile — Eeascenda the throne of the 
Crimea — Consulted by the Sultan, and samed commander- 
in-chief — Baron de Tott — Plan of the campMgn. 

At this important juncture, whicb. called forth 
all the activity of the Sultan, his thoughts 
were turned for the second time towards a 
man whose influence, courage, and heroism 
could never be more serviceable to him than 
at this time, when he was making preparations 
for the long-desired war with Russia. 

This man was Krim-Girai, the Tartar Khan, 
who had been dethroned four years before, 
■whose very name even caused bitter vexation 
to the Russians, and who had during his 
whole life sworn hatred to Russia, and in- 
stilled the same sentiment into the hearts of 
his warlike Tartars as a sacred duty. 
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Eight days after the declaration of war, 
Krim-Girai received a most flattering recall 
from his exile, with instructions from the 
Sultan to reascend the throne of the Crimea, 
the last occupant of which, the poet Maksud- 
Grirai, was forced to retire to his farm at Fun- 
dukli. 

The Khan, who had in the sohtude of his 
banishment employed himself in his favourite 
studies, hastened to re-enter the scenes of 
active life. 

He repaired first to Constantinople, in obe- 
dience to the commands of the Grand Signior, 
who had desired his attendance there, that he 
might explain to him confidentially the mode 
in which the war was to be carried on, and 
consult with him on the first military under- 
takings. 

The Sultan's messenger, who delivered to 
the arch enemy of Russia the sword and 
girdle, the quiver and the bow, the marten 
fur and heron's plume, and the beautiful 
horse, the insignia of his restored rank, pre- 
sented to him at the same time a purse of 
forty thousand ducats, a gift which was espe- 
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cially calculated to put Krim-Girai in good 
humour. 

Wlicn Krim-Girai arrived at tho seraglio 
to make his formal entry, he saw displfijed 
the heads of forty Montenegrins, which had 
just firrived, and were exhibited ae trophies. 

Tlie first ilecisiou to which the Siiltan and 
the Kiiaii came was, that tho latter, being 
named Commander-in-Cliief, should undertake 
a powerful and destructive expedition against 
New Scrvia. 

Krim-Girai declared with animation that 
there was uo time to lose, and that the Sultan 
must allow him, instead of going to the 
Crimea to be formally reinstated in his dig- 
nity, to proceed witli all haste to Bender, 
there to assemble the troops which were to 
enter the Kuasian province with fire and 
sword. He recommended that his own castle 
of Kawachany, in the imint;diate neighbow- 
hood of Bender, iu Bessarabia, should he made 
the centre of operations, to which place all 
available forces should be ordered to repair, 
whence the whole army should be set in 
lOtion. 
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Krim-Girai, having quickly assembled 
retiuue suitable to his new dignity, sturtod ifl 
all haete for BesKambia. 

On the road he was received vrith enth 
astic applause by the people, which pro 
bow great was the general joy at his rea 
pearance, and how wide-spread was the exci 
roent produced by the declaration of wi 
against Russia which lie published in eve 
direction. 

The intelligence of Krim-Girai's return t<> 
iavour caused great watchfulness among: the 
foreign diplomatists, and the French amha.** 
sador was very active in endeavouring' to 
obtain influence with the Khan, in order 
fail the flame of war as much as possible. 

With the same view the Baron de T 
another Frencli agent, was on the road to 
Constantinople. He had first, proceeded 
Baksehi-Serai, and having there learned 
Krim-Girai had already started for Besearabi 
despatched messengers to him with his 
gratulatioDs. 

At the same time he asked tiie Khan's pc: 
missiou to advance to the Danube, there 
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await his arrrval, as lie was most anxions to 
express the heartfelt good wibIics of France 
for liis cause. 

Krini-Girai received the messenger in the 
most friendly maimer, and sent him hack with 
the assnranoe that he was perfectly convinced 
of Baron de Tott's sincerity, and added that he 
did not wish him to undertake a journey of 
mere ceremony, but he would be deUghted to 
see him upon his arrival at Kawscltauy, for 
he fully appreciateil the friendshiji of France. 
He was an admirer of the French nation, and 
no less an admirer of the French "cuisine," 
and he requested that the envoy's cook 
might be allowed to prepare a supper on the 
day of his arrival at the castle of Kawechany. 
He added that ho did not wish to put the 
Baron to much trnuhle : hut he had a great 
hankering for frame fish, to which he was very 
partial, and which his own cooks were never 
able to prepare to his liking ; ho would also 
be well pk'iised to have a good French sauce. 
The French nation understood so well the art 
of making snuce, that they would render any 
dish palatable. 
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The Gommandci-iu-Chief, with hia brillianl 
and numerous retinue, much augmented 
numher l>y tlie authorities of the towns an^ 
villages through which he had p&e&ed on hi^ 
progress arrived at length hefore the gates' 
of Kaw^-chany, where great preparations Ium^h 
been, made for \nn reeoption. ^H 

The Khan dlsinounted from his horse, and 
entered a tfint for the purpose of arranging 
his dress. In a short time he reappeai 
wearing the Tartar cap, with the heron' 
plume fastened by two diamonds. Carrying 
the quiver and the bow, he then entered the^ 
caetle-yard on foot with great ceremony. ^| 

Before him walked his body-guai'd, in full 
uniform, and then were led his favourite 
horses, each bearing a plxune of heroa*fl 
feathers. 

Immediately behind the Khan was bornft, 
the Standard of the Prophet, and this was fol- 
lowed hy the household in gala uniforms, stiff 
with gold and silver.* 

As soon as Krim-Girai had entered 
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palace, he proceeded to the Hall of Audience, 
and seated himBelf on the throne, in order to 
receive the homage of the nobles who had 
crowded romid him on this important occa- 
edon. This ceremouy, diversified hy a few 
speeches, lasted till the hour fixed for euppcr, 
which had hardly arrived when the Khau cut 
short all further formaUtiea. 

On the table were now seen the brilliant 
results of the emulation which had been ex- 
cited by the Kian between the French and 
Tartar kitchens. 

M. de Tott s cook Lad, it is true, received 
orders to prepare this important banquyt; but 
Ki'Loi-Girai's cooks, stimulated hy the threat- 
ened rivalry, had requested to be allowed to 
try to distinguish themselves also on this oc- 
casion. 

There ensued in consequence a struggle in 
which both sides exerted themselves to the 
utmost, but the Khan hesitated not for a mo- 
ment to declare that complete victory was on 
the side of the French. 

Baron de Tott^ who had presented htmst'lf 
at the gate of the town, and who had been 
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received with marked favour by Krim-Girai,! 
sat by his side at table, and by his lively and 
agreeable convereation speedily obtained his 
favour. J 

During supper, however, tie clever French- 
man could obtain hut a share of the Khan's 
attention, tho greater part of which was be- 
stowed on the dishes which the French cool 
had set before him, among- which a large fish 
from the Dniester, dressed in excellent winej^| 
and a dish of vegetables were particularly 
agreeable to the Epicurean palate of the Khan, 
as he enthusiastically declared. But the 
triumph of art was dGcreed by Kriin-G-irai^ 
to be a wino-sauce, and he jestingly remarked 
that the secret of civilisation lay pro]x;rly if 
sa^ce. 

After supper, a new Turkish comedy,' 
founded on a series of most comical adven-. 
turea, was performed by the Khan's theatric 
company, which always followed in his train. 

The French diplomatist, who had so quickly 
gained bis confidencL', was ordered to sit bj^H 
his side during tlie performance, and at everj^^ 
pause had to answer innumerable qucstioi 



1 

'cn- 

■,cM 

iin*H 




Chap. HI. PREPARATIONS FOR WAR. 145 

from the Khan concerning French plays, 
more especially those of Molifere, of which he 
had heard much. 

What Tott told him about the rules of the 
drama as understood in France, appeared to 
impress him with a strong contempt for the 
still uncivilised Turkish performances. By 
his conversation he showed himself well ac- 
quainted not only with Moli^re's plays, but 
also with the manner in which they were 
represented : he appeared to have been parti- 
cularly interested by the Tartuffe. He re- 
marked that every country had its Tartuffes, 
and no doubt Tartary had hers also ; therefore 
it would be highly agreeable to him if M. de 
Tott would have that excellent comedy trans- 
lated for him.* 

The following day the preparations for war 
were carried on : from every side came pouring 
in envoys, officers of state, and courtiers, and 
the castle of Kawschany was filled to over- 

* Tott made known the Khan's wish to have a Turkish 
translation of Molifire's 'Tartuffe,' end Ru£n, secretary and 
interpreter to Louia SV,, was charged to translate it, but no 
translation was made. (MSmoires du Baron de Tott, ii. 116.) 
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flowing witli these persons, part of whom,] 
Iiowever, were soon de&pfitclied in differenl 
diivctions as messengers, to execute thej 
Khan's commandB. 

The Polisli Confederation also sent an envoj 
to esplflin their wishes as to tlie campaign,] 
which being- destined to take place in Scr-j 
via, might possihly aft'ect the Polish IJkraineJ 
and it therefore seemed desirable to come 
some determination in that respect; hut as 
the Polish envoy had not powers to that ex- 
tent, and the time pressed, Tott received from 
the Khan, as a proof of the extraordinary, 
confidence with which he regarded him, 
commission to go to Kotchim, in order 
make an arrangement in hie name with th( 
Chiefs of the Polieh Confederation, who had" 
removed to that city upon tho deolaration o£h 
war. ^^ 

Tott fulfilled this mission to the perfect sa-, 
tisfaction of the Khan, who ashed him on 
return, if he might reckon on having his co 
pany during the ensuing campaign. 

Tott replii^d hliat his position deprived hinft' 
of the merit of choice, for as lie had th 
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honour to be accredited to him by tho King 

of France, it would be his duty uot to leave 
him. 

Krim-Girai received this declaration of his 
new favourit-e witli tlio most lively satisfac- 
tion» and said, " AVell, this title, on account of 
which you remain with me, imposes on me 
the duty of taking- care of you, and bring- 
ing you fafe back. It will be very cold 
during the campaign, and I shiver when I see 
your light French dress : you must dress like 
a Tartar, my friend, and that we must arrange 
qmckly, for time presses, and in eight days 
at farthest the departure of our troops will 
take place. We shall then put a powerftil 
)Iumn in motion. You will go with me at 
le head of a hundred thousand men into Now 
3ervia. Two other armies of forty thousand 
wid flisty thousand men will march at the 
ime time, one to the Jjesser Don, the other 
the left bank of the Borysthenes by way 
of Orel. That will ho a good beginning, 
rill it not^ to show the Russians that their 
[)ld enemy Krira-Girai is atill alive and 
rigorous ? " 

L 2 
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At this moment the master of the cere- 
monies entered, as previously ordered by the 
Khan, accompanied by two pages, who car- 
ried a costly dress of white Lapland wolfs 
iur, trimmed with grey miniver. 

The Khan ordered that this dress should be 
put on the Baron in his presence, and when 
it was done, he clapped hie han<k with de- 
light, and called out, laughing, " See, now, 
that is a Tartar dress which I give you to live 
in, and in which you must make yourself very 
comfortable. I have one just like it, and in 
this uniform, which I wish that we should 
both wear, we shall be good companions. We 
will now have some more Tartar clothes got 
ready for you, and in addition to that, I will 
send you ten Circassian horses and three dro- 
medaries for your own use, for you must not 
take your beautiful Arabians, which I admire 
BO much, on our perilous campaign." 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE MARCH' INTO NEW SEEVIA. 

Forced march to the Polish frontier — Hypochondriac melan- 
choly of the Khan — Philosophical discusBions with the 
Barott de Tott — Krim-Girai reviews his troops ^ Encamps 
unwittingly on the frozen surface of a lake — Suicide of 
Turkish soldiers — Plaa of the campaign — Turkish cavalry 
lost under the ice — Courageous feata of an Ignaz Cossack. 

All this time, while Krim-Girai, with his 
usual gay humour, seemed to treat the whole 
business lightly, he was in reality, although 
almost imperceptibly, accomplishing with un- 
exampled rapidity the enormous preparations 
which he had undertaken. On the 7th Janu- 
ary, 1769, attended by his guards and a con- 
siderable number of sultans who had taken 
service under him, by his ministers and chief 
officers, and many mirzas who accompanied 
him as volunteers, he started in order to cross 
the Dnieper. At certain appointed places on 
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the road, he was joined by various reinforce- 
ments who were to serve under the banners 
of the Khan. , 

Then began a harassing forced inarch, ren- 
dered difficult and fatiguing by the snow-drifts 
which covered the ground, though it was in 
some measure faeihtated by the state of the 
rivers, which they were able to cross on 
the ice. 

In the city of Balta, on the Polish frontier, 
which had experienced the first shock of hos- 
tilities on the part of Russia, the Khan was 
joined by ten thousand Spahis, who had been 
ordered by the Porte to accompany the Tartars 
during the campaign, and had come to meet 
him at this point. 

This was the first annoyance which he 
met with on his march. He found these 
Turkish troops ill disciplined, and much weak- 
ened by efieminacy and long peace ; and more- 
over dressed in a manner so ill adapted to 
enable them to support cold and hardships, 
that he felt imable to reckon on their effi- 
ciency in the hour of battle. 

Besides all this, they had not only laid 




^ 



kwaste Balta, where they bad been a few days, 
)ut at the period of Krim-Gii'ai'B arrival they 

were burning the neighbouring villages, wbich 
ley had already plundered. 
The cold incrcaBed to a fearful degree as 

tlie Khan marched towards the Bong, but he 
roesud wit.li the whole of lus troops and ma- 
'rid of war over its icy surface, and encamped 
n the Zaporowiech Steppes. 
Till this period the Khsin liad geuerall}', 

during the march, been in liis usual good 

spirits and merry humour ; but now a hypij- 

chondnac melancholy, which affected him in 
peculiar manner, irequently took possession 

of him, and he then contemplated the ftituro 
ith the moat gloomy forebodings. 
The lively conversation of Tott, who never 
ared to leave him at sucli times, seemed to 
le the only meaus of diverting his melau- 
iholy, and restoring him to a happier frame 
f mind. From his natural inclination for 
'liloHOphieal and metapbyyical discussions, 
Inch he conducted with much atiuteneaa, he 

bund pleasure io the conversation of the in- 
'eiiious and clcvi;r Frenchman. 
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In the midst of the wild uproar of tte camp 
he would suddenly begin to discuss general 
questions, such as freedom, honour, law- 
making, the principles of government, and, 
above all, his favourite theme, the influence 
of climate on character and manners. 

The tent of Baron de Tott was always 
pitched close to that of the Khan, which, 
lined with crimson, and furnished with the 
most luxurious cushioned seats, was large 
enough to accommodate a good many persons 
round the fire. 

In general, however, the Khan was alone 
with Tott, who till midnight, and often still 
later, was obliged to remain with him, for 
Krim-Girai seldom slept more than three 
hours ; and frequently, when Tott had with- 
drawn, the Khan was seized with such a 
desire for further conversation that he was 
forced to return. They then sat opposite to 
each other wrapped in their furs, while two 
pages incessantly endeavoured to keep up a 
fire, the greatest force of which was scarcely 
enough to counteract the piercing cold. 

During this time the Khan's army was 
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ino\ing northwards without halting, as Krira- 
trirai was anxious to enter New Servia, in 
ordor to make his attack on the Russian 
frontier. 

A rising ground which commanded a view 
of the surroiiiiding plain gave the Khan the 
idea of reviewing all his anny from that 
point. He therefore ordered a halt to be 
made, and ascended the hill with his suite, 
while the ti'OOpB were diTiwn up in hattle 
array on tlie plain at its liase. 

The dark dresses of the Tartars, which 
stood out in deep relief from the snow which 
formed tlie background, produced a striking 
contrast, and prfaonted a scenic effect. The 
whole army had, as if of its own accord, 
drawn up in twenty nearly straight lines. 
The various corps of which it was composted 
proclaimed their trilie and the province from 
which they came by their fluttering standards. 
Kach Sultan Seraskier, at the head of his divi- 
sion, surrounded by a small staif, formed a 
highly pictiiresqne gxotip. In the centre of 
tbo linvft was a body of picked men in mag- 
.-aificent uniforms, whoac appearance wan at 
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once tastffnl and miJitarj-. Forty troops of 
cavalry, each composed of forty horsemen, 
were drawn up in two columns, in each of 
wliich four troopers rode clone together, bear- 
ing standards of various colours. Close to 
these rode the Master of the Horse, and be- 
hind him were led horsus and an open sledge. 
Be hind these again was a larger body of horse, 
by which the Khan was usually attended. 
The Propliet's standard, solemnly borne by an 
Kmir, was next soon fluttering in the breeze; 
and the Khan's own guard of Igu;u! Cossacks 
cloatii the tiaiu. 

After the review, with which Krim-Girai 
was well satisfied, be turned to the suiTOimd 
ing 8ultau8 and courtiers, and with a smile: 
asked if they had found out who was tho 
bravest, man in the whole army. As no one 
replied, he exclaimud, " It is neither I nor 
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you, nor any of my wairiors armed to the| 
t«eth-:— it isTott, who alone has dared to come 
to the wars without weapons, and who baflfl 
not even a knife to defend himself from thA~ 
Ttuselans."' 

At tliese words he laughed, with the I 
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merry, half-provoking manner characteristic 
of the atraiige uiisture of kiudiiess and irouy 
in his disposition. He ordered the camp 
to be broken up, that the army might reach 
the Zaporowisdi Stoppos before nightfall. 
The march hithurtu hud often borne the 
appearance of a pleasmit adventure, but tiie 
army "was soou to become acquainted with 
the fearful reabtios towards wbicb it wah ad- 
vancing. 

The Khati, as most commanders do, con- 
frout-ed without hesitation, aud iu liigh Bpiiits, 
the dangers whicii must iieceHsanly attend this 
entrance into a totally miknowu country. 

One morning, Tipon striking their tents, it 
was discovered that they had unwittingly 
been pitched ou the frozen surface of a lake, 
and that if they liad remained there inucL 
longer, the ice, which ^vaa very far from being 
strong, would have given 'way, so that the 
whole army must have been engulfed. It 
was also di«:overcd that simong thu tents 
were large holes which appeared to have been 
cut by the inhabitantw of the neighbouring 
country for the purpose of drawing water. 
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and which had escaped observation in the 
fati^e and labour of the preceding evening. 
The discovery of the danger in which they 
had passed the night was made amid loud 
shouts of laughter from every one in the 
camp, from the Khan himself down to the 
lowest horse-boy. 

Nor was this merriment disturbed by the 
appearance of some desperate Turkish soldiers, 
■ who, unable longer to bear the fatigues of 
this march, threw themselves into the holes 
in the ice to end their wretched existence. 
This took place under the eyes of the Khan, 
who watched them with the greatest com- 
posure, and desired that no force should be 
used to prevent them. 

" Honour the independence of him who 
wishes to die," said he, thoughtfully. " He 
who destroys himself best knows who can 
help him, and kings have no more control 
over him. Let us leave him the field which 
he seeks." 

He then ordered the tents to be struck, and 
amidst general mirth the march recommenced. 
The Tartar warriors sang war-songs, and the 
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wliole array indulged In noise and merriment. 
The army pursm^d its course to the north- 
Avest, to reach the hanks of the great river 
Ing^ulj which rLscs north-west of Elizabeth- 
grad, and discUarg-es itself into the Black Sea 
at Nioolaief. 

The plan of the campaign was now for 
the first time settled. One-tliird of the army, 
under the command of several sultana and 
mirzas, was to aet out immediately, to cross 
the river, and tlirow themselves into New 
Servia in diffoTfttit divisions. To this corps 
instructions were given to burn all the villages 
and hamlets, to destroy the harns and all the 
grain, to drive away all the inhabitants by 
force, and to carry off their flocks and move- 
able property. 

This division of the army was ready by 

idnigtit to eft'ect the passage of the lugul. 
The cold had towards nightfall become con- 
siderably less severe, and there waa now cause 
to fear a sudden thaw, no luss dangerous than 
the intense cold. 

Water beginning to appear above the 
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it became ad- 
anny ehould cross 



ice ■which covered the river 
visabic timt t}ie whole 
without delay. The Tartar troops, who weK 
accustomed to this mode of marching, accom- 
plished the feat with the greatest case. Kee]>- 
ing at a certain dietaiice from each other, 
tliey moved along in a gentle and regular trot, 
over the plains of ice, and an-ived in safety oil 
the other side. 

But the Spahis could not follow their ex- 
ample. Overcome by fear, they moved for- 
ward in maftfies, with ^low and heavy tread ; 
and when the cracking of the ice under their 
feet increased their alarm, tliey frequently 
stood still, and were all near paying with 
death for their delay. One after the other 
disappeared among the fast-increasing cracks, 
and soon most of the Turkish hoTsemen were 
lost before the eyes of their companions. 

On the farther bank of the river a halt waft' 
made, in order to give the exhausted trooptt 
time to recover themselves. 

It was found that out of six thousand Turk- 
ish cavalry which had followed Krim-Girai, 
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CODRAGE OF AN IGNAZ COSSACK. 

but few had escaped this danger. Some of 
the Borviving Spahis loudly bewailed the ead 
fate of their lost companions. Among them 
one was especially lamented, who, with a large 
sum of mouev wliich wouicl have made the 
happiness of his siirviv-ing aon, had met his 
fete in the Ingiil. 

Upon hearing this, one of the courageous 
Igna?, Cffssacka, who are ready for any adven- 
ture, offered, for the reward of two sequins, to 
fisli the purse out of fcht- Ingul. Tlie offer 
was gladly accepted, and the bold sou of the 
Kiiban undjewsed himself while the hole into 
wdiich the unhappy man had fallen was 
pointed out to him. 

He dived, and remained so long under 
water that his comi-ades began to be uneasy 
about him ; hut after some minutes he re- 
appeared, holding in triumph the purse which 
he had rescued from the river. The friends 
of the deceased were encouraged by tbis suc- 
cess, and began to mourn over the beautiful 
silver-mounted pistols wbich were in tlie 
Spahi's girdle. The intrepid Ignaz Cossack 
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declared himself ready to undertake a second 
journey under water, without demanding an 
increase of remuneration. Soon he appeared 
again with both the pistols, received with a 
smile his two sequins, dre^ed himself, and ran 
quickly to rejoin his regiment. 
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CHAPTEE V. 

ADVENTUfiES OF THE CAMPAIGN. 

Tartar devastations — Sufferings of the Turkish troops — Con- 
duct of Turks and Tartars to prisoners contraated — 
Stratagem of Uie Ehan — Cowardice of the Spahis, and 
bravery of the Iguaz Cossacks — Army reaches the Polish 
frontier — Severe punishment of a plunderer — Partition of 
booty. 

While the troops destined to desolate the 
Russian provinces pressed forward by forced 
marches, Krim-Girai followed with the re- 
mainder of his army by easy stages. 

Traces of conflagration met his eye on 
every side, proclaiming how completely fire 
had devastated the whole province. 

From among the flames, which were visible 
on the horizon, were wafted the cries and 
groans of a whole population, until the smoke 
arose in such dense masses that it shrouded 
the heaven and earth in an impenetrable 
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veil, and smothered ihe distant sounds oj 
distreas. 

While Krim-G-irfti*8 troopa were e])i"eadiii 
destruction on every aide, and enlistiug fire 
in their behalf, cold was working with no lees 
fatal results on liis own ranks. 

The frost liad now become so intense that 
blood flowed from the men's noses, and thi 
weight of the icicles, which were formed fro; 
their In'eath, hung from their beards, and 
caused them the most severe jiuin. The Turkish 
troops, which the Khan was more and more^ 
convinced were quite useless for a warlik^H 
trndertaking, were so completely overcome 
by the severity of the weather, that many 
refused to proceed further, and large num- 
bers were left behind, buried in the ioe an 
snow. 

Krim-&irai, who was much distressed 
the sight of the whole country in flames, and 
whose melancholy impressions vrere incre 
thereby, felt every day more and more 
tempt for these Turks, and he let slip n 
opportuuity of ahowJng it. 

One thiuff which particularly disgusted hi 
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was their custom, of cuttmj^ off the heada of 
the prisoners thoy made in skirmiflliisa, and 
laying thorn at his f(?et as trophies with a 
certain arrogant and pompous expression of 
good wishes for hie welfare. 

This conduct contrasted strongly with the 
good-humoured, pleasant mode of conduct 
adopted by the Tartars in carrying' off pri- 
souers and booty, which sometimes produced 
verTr: amusing scenes. 

^K One man sufficed to carry off five or six 
prisoners of different ages, tog'ether with fifty 
or sixty ehwp, and twenty oxen, in perfectly 
quiet and orderly array. The heads of the 
children were seen peeping- out of a sack 

Ip&etencd to hts saddle ; a yoang girl sitting 
hefore him and her mother behind him on 
his horse, the father on one of the led 
Imrscs, and the son on anotiier; the sheep 
and cattle in advance, and the whole train 
proceeding in the most perfect order, under 

^Kie sharji wateli of the Tartar, who would 

^mamediately detect the slightest irregularity. 

^T'o keep in order what was l>eginning to 

t^, to make his energetic commands 
1 
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obeyed on all sides, to care for the comfort of 
tho priaonere, to run, if necessary, on foot ii'om fl 
one to tlie other, to cousole the cant down and 
tx) raise up tho exhausted, and yet continually 
appear in the inidii^t of the train as director, 
guardian, — all this was often the dutj^' of a 
minute, and was performed with the rapidity 
of Hghtning and a great deal of picturesque 
grace. 

The cold had again inereased to a fcarftil 
degree, and Krim-Girai'H army was reduced 
to such a state of suffering that it could hardly 
advance further. As they approached thi 
Btrong foi-trcas of St. Elizabeth, great appre-! 
hensions were felt that the exhausted arm 
might be wholly destroyed by a night-sortie 
from the fortress. The Khan ordered a well- 
conceived sti'atagein to he eseciiteil to pi'event 
tlua : it was to form a corps of three hundrft 
men, who should proceed at sunset as if they 
backed up by the whole army, intended to la 
siege to tho fort. This plan was sft succkkb- 
fiilly executed that the garrison thought only 
of defence. 

Thia surprise caused uuch confusion in 
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Elizabeth, that Krim-Girat's cavalry ven- 
tured to advance into the suhurb, while 
the remainder of the army reposed and 
recovered from the fatigues of the last few 
days. 

One day, as Krim-Girai and his army aj>-l 
proftched the frontier of the Polish Ukraine, 
the Khan ordered an assaidt on t)ie village 
of Craanikow, the inhabitants of which 
had joined several hundred soldiers in de-j 
fending' z. redoubt, and had made a sti'oug 
resisfcince. 

Tliu Klian, wishing to give the remaining 
Spahis an easy feat of arms, ordered them to' 
assemble for the attacfe, hut no sooner had 

tey fired a few shot^ than they all ran away 
id hid in the neighbouring thickets. 
At this moment a division of Ignaz Cos-^ 
cks, who stood near the Khn.n, advanced 
and asked pennissiou to attack. As soon tia 
^phey had obtained it, they sprang from their 
horses with the rapidity of lightning-, and] 
■^ehtid to the redoubts, which they t^ok in] 
a short time, having killed some forty or] 
^^fty men anJ made the rest prisoners, < 
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wit}i the loss of eight or ten of tteir own 
number.* 

Tho Kban was about to ride into the village 
with Tott, aud had broken out into fresh 
invectives against the unworthy conduct ofj 
the Turks, when he saw an emir running 
towards him, carrying' a head in his hand. 

" Do you see tliat rascal ?" eaid be to Tot 
furious with rage: "he wishes to spoil mj 
appetite for supper; observe bim attentively; 
sec what a iViglit he is in ! he hardly dares 
carry the bead he bae cut ofl"." 

The emir approached, the Kh-an with an 
air of respect, and threw the head down at hi 
feet, expressing his wish that all the Khan* 
enemies might meet the same fate as this oni 
who bad just breathed his last sigh. 

Krim-(Jirai looked with piercing eyes 
the head which was lying before him, anfl 
reeoguIa(.'d the well-known countenance 
one of his own Iguaz Cossacks. " "Wretch ! 
said he, in a voice ahnost inarticulate fi-oi 
rage, " will you pretend that you killed thl 
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man ? Even dead he terrifies you ; alive he 
would liave torn you to piecea and eaten you. 
It is one of my Cossacks ! I know him well ! 
He fell at the assault. Some one who wished 
to help you to deceive me no doubt cut off 
Ilia head for you, for I do uot Itelieve that 
you would have had coui-agu to do it your- 
self." 

The Turk, though evidently greatly ter- 
rified, tried to defund himself by all sorts of 
excused ; but the Khun had his arms examined, 
and neither his pistols, kiiift?, nor sword bore 
the tiligbtest trace of having performed a 
bloody deed. *' Put this fiilse hero to death ! " 
cried the Khan, in uugovemable wrath. 

An officer of the guard stood forth and 
gave the Turk a few light cuta with a whip, 
hoping to satisfy the Khan's anger, and 

, thereby save the man's life. 

I But as it is in Turkey the privilege of 

emirs to havii the turban removed with some 
show of respect when they are to be beaten, 

I thiti Turk, proud even in the moment of 

I danger of being an emir, protested against 
tliis assault on his person. 
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Tlie fiuy of the Khan broke out anow^ 
** Out the wretch's grtfcn turban from hU 
head with strokes of the whip until it falk 
from it in rags!" cried he in a terribU 
voice. 

This cruel order, whicli none dared 
disobey, was executed with so much exact 
nesE that tlie death of the man gpccdilj 
unsueJ.* 

The Khali then turned awar with indiffe 
rence, and, asking Tntt to continue bis ride,^ 
abruptly changed the subject of conversation, 
queatiouing him about the Pope and St. 
Peter, concerning wliom and their influence 
ou Clmfitian nationa be wished to obtain in-J 
formation. He continued to talt on such 
subjects lonfj after the tents were pitched, 
and Tott was obh'ged to remain with him 
until midnight, giving him infunnation re- 
specting the nature and regulations of the 
Christian Churcli. 

This was attended by greater inconve- 
nience than ever, for the place on which they 

* M6itiutrvs (la Baraa do Tott, it. 158. 
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A PRESENT FROM THE KHAN. 

Lad encamped thia time offered very little 
shiilter against froet and wind, and in conse- 
quence of the scarcity of food, the supply even 
in the Khan's tent was fnigal and insufficient. 
When at last Tott received permissioii to 
retire, he found his two secretaries lialf starved 
by cold and hung'cr. Enveloped in fiir, he 
liad just tlirown bimiielf upon his bed, wUicli 
consisted mainly of snow and ice, when one 
of the Khan's pages entered the tent and 
brought in a dish, carefully covered up. He 
announced that it was a present from the 
Khan, and, setting it down at the foot of the 
bed, he retired. 

One of the secretaries, M. de Coutillier, who 
had suffered the moat severely from cold and 
Imnger, did not for a moment doubt that the 
dish contained something; to cat, and hosoiight 
bis companion, who lay nearer to the dish than 
he did, to lift it up and examine it. 

His companion, who was cold and sleepy, 
could hardly resolve to do so, but after a time, 
covering his head with his fur, he put out his 
arm nicxhanically towards the dish. 

lie laid hold of something hairy. Alroady 
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alarmed, he held it up to the light suspended 
in the centre of the t^nt, and offered to tbe 
hungry gaze of his compuuion a human hea( 
with eyes glaring from the sockets. 

Tott was ixmsed bj their toriified shriekaf 
and thought that he recognized the Cossack'i 
head which had in the morning been 
object of the Emir's deceit. 

This discovery was no sooner maxie than 
the two secretaries, excited by terror, rushed 
from the tent, and, carrying the head between 
them, threw it as far as tlicy could, loudh 
complaining of hunger, cold, and the KIii 
bad jokes. 

Krim-Girai and his army were now skirtii 
tbe frontiers of Poland, and he bent his conrs? 
towards the email towns of Sibilow and Bouky. 
The Tartars, who rambled about everywher^^ 
to plunder and burn, could not easily 1^| 
taught to respect the frontier line of Poland, 
but the severe mcamires adopted by the Kha 
for the protection of Polish properly soon ]< 
to the establishment of order. 

He usually allowed the main body only 
his ai"iiiy to encamp before the villages, 
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_ the troops were forced to content themselves 

W v-ith the provisions which they carried witli 

them. The Turks, who never could resist 

their inclination to set 6re to aU the houses 

I they fell in with, and then plunder the owners, 

were most: severely puni!*hed. 

I The army could now advance hut slowly, 
for the great ijuautity of booty which it hud 
accumulated was an impediment to its move- 
ments. The number of prisoners who had 
fceen carried away from New Servia for 
elaves was more tlian twenty thousand, and 
the flocks and herds were innumerable. 

Krim-Girai made the troops march forward 
in aeven columns, because he thought that he 
could thus keep a sharper look-out on their 
movcmenta. 

The march proceeded as fast as the pace of 
the flocks and iierds would permit. 

The Tartars, in their eagernesa for booty, 
attempted in every way to elude the Khan's 
watchful eye, and profit by any opportunity 
for plundering and robbing. The dark colour 
of their clothes, however, stood out in too 
strong relief againist the snow-clad back- 
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ground for it not to be easy for Kj-im-Ginii 
to follow- with Ilia eye any suspicious move- 
ments of his men eveu at a cooRiderable 
distance. ^H 

One day some Noghai Tartars had l^P 
their ranlcs with the intention of phiiidering 
a Polish village, which seemed particularly 
tempting to them, and near which they were 
endfavouring to hide themselves, Tlic Khan, 
observing a small uniinence on the skirt of a 
wood, hom which ho could survey the whole 
plain, rode up it, and discoyered the marauds 
concealed behind the hedges. 

He immediately ordered a halt, and seni 
selictar and four soldiers with orders to search 
the village, and bring him anyone they should 
catch plundering. 

At the same time a gloomy sliade, whll 
always appeared when he had taken a crugl_ 
and irrevocable determination, came over 
countenance. 

The eclictar, who had started in all hast" 
Roon returned with a Taj-hir who had .stolen a 
piece of linen and a few balls of cotton. J 
before the Khan, the iwihappy marauder 
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fcnowledged his offence, and admitted that lie 
deserved the fulJ imnisbmeiit of it, as he had 
nothing to allege in his defence. He did not 
even try to interest any one in his favour, or 
to obtain the Khan's mercy, but in calm com- 
posure awaited his sentence. 

All eyes were fixed ou the Khao, who, in 
a voice of thunder, cried, " Take hr m from 
his horse, and tie him to its tail. Then let 
him he dragged along till tlie breath is out 
of hie body. A crier, who will accompany 
him, will proclaim to the anny the cause of 
hift punisliment," 

As soon as the Khan had done speaking, 
the Tartar, without uttering a soimd, got off 
his horse, and calmly gave himself up to the 
soldiers who were to bind him. But it so 
happened that there was neither cord nor 
strap for that purpose. 

While they were hastening to get some, 
Tott tried to speak a word to the Khan in 
favour of the unfortunate man. 

Instead of giving him an answer, Krim- 
Girai, whose auger showed itself in tlio swell- 
ing of the veins of his forehead, ordered, 
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to save time, that a bowstring sbould be 
used. 

He was told that the bowstring would be 
too short. 

*' Well, then " cried he, stamping with rage, 
** let the wretch put bis head into the bow, 
and let him he dragged off." 

Tlie Tartar silently eubmittod to this o: 
A trooper mounted hia horse, and the wretched 
mail allowed himself to be dragged along the 
road witbout offering any resistance. But 
he was unable to keep up with the trot of tl 
horse, he fell to the ground, and thus frc' 
hia neck from the yoke which had confined 
him. fl 

The Kban perceived this new difficulty, 
foaming with rage. He paused a moment, 
and bit bis lip, tben with a fearful laugh ex- 
claimed, '* Let the criminal put his head agaiifl 
through the bow, and hold it on with both his 
hands xmtil he dies." 

The Tartar now understood that he was 
be hia own esecutionur, and again gave 
moat astonishing proof of perfect submiaed 
to his Sovereign's commands. 
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CTossing- his hands firmly on his breast, 
[he held the how, in which he had placed his 
Ltead, and was again fastened to the horse's 
[tail. 

The horspman started at a full gallop, and 
[the inteUigence was sonii hrouglit thai the 
Tartar, who had not, even in the moment of 
death, changed his posture, had heen dashed 

ISto pieces against a rock.* 
In the midst of euch adventiirea as these 
they arrived at Brazlau, where the partition 
of the booty, whicli had accumulated to an 
I enormous and inconvenient extent, was to be 
made. 
Notwithstanding the cunning and laug-h- 
able tJicks of the Tartars, who did everything 
in their power to conceal various articles, the 
distiilmtion was made with oi'der and regu- 
larity under the superintendence of Krim- 
Giiui himself. 
In spite of the many impositions wbich 
they attempted to practise on him, the Khan 
reserved about two thousand slaves for his 

■ Mfinioirw Ju Huron de TqU, it. 7. 
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own share ; but as lie Jul not care to k«ep 
them liimself, he guve them away liberally tp_ 
those who stood near him. 

The Baron de Tott, who had for some tir 
watched his liberality in silont amazement 
ventured at last to remark that if he coi 
tinued to act thus, he would soon have ea 
liausted Lis supply. 

I'he Khan was a^n this day in ihi: 
half melancholy, half mirthful mood, which 
was peculiar to hifi character, and in which 
he had so frcquGntly been during this cam- 
paign. " My dear friend Tott," replied hi 
to the remark of the young Frencl 
*' with advancing years the thirst for wealt 
diminishes ; but you are still youu^, and knoi 
how lo eujoy yourself, atid it in on this account' 
juat tliat you should have your share of the 
booty. Par from your harem, you have ooni( 
into this wild camp \vith me, and Lave bomj 
me company in spite of wind and weatherj 
Therefore 1 have selected for you six slaves 
just such as I should have chosen for mj 
self." 

" I should find myself oxceediugly embs 
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rassed by such a present," said Tott. " I 
know not what benefit I could derive from 
the gift, and I should be thrown into the 
greatest perplexity by it. For your slaves 
are Russians, and how could I reconcile it 
with my position to see myself all at once 
possessed of slaves who are subjects of a 
power with whom my Sovereign is still at 
peace ? Diplomacy alone would forbid me to 
assimie any right over them." 

Krim-Girai looked at him laughing, and 
said, " Well, then, I will give you six young 
Georgians instead of the six Russians, and I 
hope your Western diplomacy, which, after 
all, is pedantry and hypocrisy, will raise no 
further difficulties, and leave you at full 
liberty to accept the gift of a friend." 

" Not quite so, your Highness," said Tott, 
hesitatingly ; " there yet remains an impedi- 
ment of great force in the way — namely, my 
religion." 

" That is a ticklish point indeed," said 
the Khan, with a cunning smile. " I will 
take care not to touch upon it. I begin 
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now to fear that tlie Baron Ae Tott iniiat 
go without slaves. But how woTild it have 
been had I oflTerefl you, instead of six Rus- 
sian or Georgian hoys, sis young RiLssian 
or Georgian girls ? Would your religion 
or yom- diplomacy then show itself more 
yielding ?" 

** I will confess," said the French envoy, 
" that against such a temptation I should be 
ill armed ; and it is pos^ble that I should not 
have been so difficult, either in a relicpous or 
diplomatic point of view, if you had oflfeted 
me sis beautiful female slaves." 

" See now how it is with your boasted 
Western principles," said the Khan, " I have 
got you now ! Yon who are virtuous, honest, 
and honourable, sometimes from reli^ons, 
somutlmeB from diplomatic motives, would 
find yourself quite the fashion if you were 
to take a whole host of female slaves to 
Paris with you, no matter whether Russians 
or Georgians, while it would be impolitic and 
irroligioiis to show yourself tkere as tho 
owner of six Russian boys. But, my good 
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friend, know that I have ray relifpons prin- 
ciples also ; and though I would willingly do 
you a pleasure, this same religion forhids my 
giving: other than male elavee to a Christian, 
and at the same time enjoins me to keep the 
femalea for myself, that I may make proaelytea 
of them." 

"And the men," said Tott, inquiringly, 
" do they appear to you to be less worth the 
trouble of converting? You must allow me 
to believe that it is only that the girls pleaae 
you more, and that you prefer keeping them 
for yourself." 

*' Not at all," answered Krim-Girai ; " in 
this I only obey the wisdom of the Prophet. 
A man remains even in slaveiy more or 
lees an independent being, and his cod- 
veraioB. will always be a species of miracle ; 
but the conversion of a woman is the sim- 
plest and most natural thing in the world ; 
a woman will always be of the religion of 
the man she loves, and she will follow love 
aa the great missionary whom nothing can 
withstand." 

N 2 
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He then broke off the conversation, and con- 
tinued giving away the slaves, both male and 
female, until he had disposed of them all.* 

* Mfimoires d« Baron de Tott, ii. 10. 
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CHAPTER VI. 



THE RETURN. 



Krim-Girai's grief at his own losses and the horrors of the war 
— Orders a retreat — Returns toKawschany — Illness of the 
Khan — Tott suspects Siropolo, the physician — Tott's feara 
ridiculed by Krim-Girai, 

Keim-Girai was now rarelj in those ex- 
uberantly high spirits which once formed the 
chief feature of his character. He became 
every day, in consequence of the continual 
horrors, devastations, and mishaps of the war, 
more silent, gloomy, and anxious. 

One day, when the unparalleled cold had 
deprived him of three thousand men and thirty 
thousand horses, he covered his head, and 
uttered a loud cry of grief. It was the first 
time that he had displayed his feelings puh- 
licly. One hundred and fifty villages and 
hamlets had been destroyed in this campaign ; 
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and the air, already darkened by tlie vapour 
of the melting Know, became dense with the 
ashes that were borne in maeees hy the wind 
to the Poligii frontier, ominoiis harbingers of 
the approach of the Tartars.* 

At last Krim-Girai, acting under depression 
of Hpiritfi, ordered the retreat of bis army, 
vvhieh was now considerably diminished in 
numbers ; lie returned to Bender, broken down 
in mind and body, and entered the castle of 
Kawscbany, which had latterly becx)me lua 
favourite residence. \ 

He intended to i-emain only a few days in 
the enjoyment of his acxinstoraed mode of life, 
and then to take the field with hia re- 
irivi^rated troops, and rejoin on the banks 
of the Danube the Turkish army, whose 
departure from Constantinople had already 
been announced to him. 

The hypochondriacism from which he had 
suffered on the road, and which bent down liis 
^ant frame, now made rapid progress, and 
assumed an alarming appearance. 

" Siestrecncpwicj, liiBtoiic dii Royauinp de la Cliersoneae 
Taunqiw^ p. 413. 
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He spoke one day very seriously conceining 
Ha condition, and the measures to be taken 
in consequence, to the French envoy, who 
enjoyed the influence of a friend, and who 
had given hioa much useful advice. 

At this moment it was announced to Krim- 
Girai that a Greek who hud formerly been re- 
commended to him aa a great physician, pro- 
foundly acqtiainted witli the secret powers of 
nature, had arrived at Bender. 

Tlila man's name was Siropolo ; he was a 
native of Corfu, and had heen physician and 
political agent of the young Ghika Alexander, 
the deposed Prince of Wallachia ; he appeared 
now to be much favoured hy the influential 
peisons of the court, who had at last peiv 
Buaded Krim-Girai to entrust to him the 
restoration of his shatt-ered frame. 

Siropolo entered with a hall-timid, half- 
obtTUsive air, which gave Tott from the first 
a higlily imfavourable opinion of him ; ap- 
proaching Ki'im-Girai, who was then suffering 
trom a spasmodic attack, he offered him the 
service of his art, at the same time asem'-' 
ing him that a ceiiain potion, by no meaiitt 
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unpleasant to the taste, which lie would pr 
re, would radically cure him of all his oo: 
laiiits. 
Kriiu-Girai declared himself roady to ta' 
tlio jwtioii, and ouly requestfJ that it migli 
Ic prepared with all possible speed. 'J'he 
liysiciuu withdrew in order, as he said, to 
er on the neighbouring mountains tb 
lerbs. 
The countenance of Baron de Tott bore a: 
expi-eseion of grief and anxiety, which attracted' 
tlio Klian's attention. 
"How is this?" said he, with a returning, 
ile on his countenance. "You are afraid 
yes, I believe yoii almost tremble. Is it o: 
y account ? " 

"CertaiiJy," answered Tott. "You are aboi 
"to entniBt your health to a man whose po.si- 
tion and antecedents cannot but excite su; 
icion. Forget not, Sir, that this Siropolo 
in the service of that Prince of Wallaclii 
hose deposition you made a condition o 
our re-ascending the throne of the Crimea. 

You suffer iVoni hypochondriacB more 
ihan Ido,'" said the Khau. " WlienSiropolo'a 
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medicine has cured me, you shall drink some 
of it to chase away these fancies. Look at 
him again, and look at me, the Khan of the 
Tartars, and judge if the courage of a man 
like him can be trusted to do any harm to a 
Tartar Prince." 

All further representations remained un- 
noticed. 

Next morning the Greek re-appeared, and 
by a clever officiousness, which only increased 
Tott's distrust, contrived to strengthen the 
confidence which the Khan already placed in 
him. 

The Khan received the medicine from his 
band, and emptied the goblet at one draught. 
The effects of the medicine were extremely 
injurious and alarming ; and the Khan fell 
into a state of weakness which increased 
hourly. 

Siropolo declared that this was the health- 
restoring crisis, and answered for the success 
of his potion, appearing unusually gay and 
cheerfiil. 

Tott, however, went in search of Krim- 
Girai's ministers, to recommend them to secure 
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Siropolo's person, and make him answerable 
with his life for that of the Khan ; but they 
showed so much indifference upon the subject, 
and the physician seemed so certain of success, 
that all his efforts were useless. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

DEATH OP KRIM-GIHAL 

IncieasiDg illnesflof the Ehao — Sends for Tott — Grief of the 
harem — Krim-Girai'a parting with Tott — Death of the 
Khan — Despair of the Court and GoTenunent — The 
funeral — Death of Seineb. 

The Khan'e weakness now became so great, 
that he could no longer show himself in 
public, and was unable to leave the harem. 

His friends and admirers lost all hope, and 
Tott especially was inconsolable at not being 
able to see and speak with him j at length 
he received a message, stating that the Khan 
desired his society, and he was in consequence 
conducted into the most secret recesses of the 
harem. 

In the first chamber through which he 
passed he saw a number of beautiful and 
richly-dressed women, who appeared to be so 
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completely overwhelmed by grief and despair 
that they even forgot to take flight when he 
entered the apartment. 

He was, on his side, unable to admire the 
bewitching beauty which they so unguardedly 
displayed. 

The sincere and deep grief depicted in their 
coimtenances and attitudes alone attracted his 
attention at this moment, 

A young Tartar in particular was conspi- 
cuous among them, as well on account of her 
dazzling beauty, as for the intensity of her. 
grief. It was Seineb, the daughter of Arland 
the interpreter, who, after having been forci- 
bly taken from Boskamp, the Prussian envoy, 
by Krim-Girai, had become not only " the 
light of the harem," but also his chief fa- 
vourite, and had clung to the Khan with the 
greatest tenderness. 

Her grief was so deep and violent that her 
condition caused anxiety to her companions, 
who surrounded her, uttering loud exclamaf 
tions of sympathy and woe. 

Tott was introduced into the apartment in 
which Krim-Girai lay in bed. 
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Tlio Khan had just finished transacting 
tusiiiess with his Divan EfFendi ; and points 
ing to the papers which lay ou hie bed, said, 
■with a firm voice, to which he ajjpeared de- 
signedly to give a fuller ami more impressive 
toue, " See, this is my last work, and to 
Tou have I dedicated my last moments, for I 
love you." But as he observed that Tott was 
quite overcome by grief, and that the efi'ort 
which he made to appear well and strong did 
not Bucceed in mitigating the sorrow of his 
French friend, he stretched out his hand in 
the most affectionate manner, a7id repeatedly 
pressed that of Tott. He then said, in a cheer- 
ful voice, " Let us part, my friend : your grief 
will unman me ; and I must remain firm, and 
fall asleep coui-ageously and cheerfiiUy." 

Wlien Tott had saluted him and withdrawn, 
the Khau made a s^ign, whereupon six mu* 
eicians who were stationed at tlie farther end 
of the apartment commenced playing music of 
an impressive character, which he had him- 
self previously selected. 

A placid expression spread over the fine 
features of the dying Khan as he Hstened to 
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the solemn tones. He bowed his head 
measure with the music, and its clianns 
seemed txj alleviate the paiu which he suffered. 

His gay, happy, half-mocking, half good- 
humoured smilo again returned, and his 
countenance assmned a calm and i^eacefu 
ospressiou. 

Half an hour after, he breathed ont hi 
nohle spirit to the continued strains of the 
music. ^M 

Ab soon as his death was known, the palac^^ 
of Kawschany was filled with terror 
dismay. 

A nniversal and inconsolable despair tiwk 
possession of tbe Court and the Government. ^| 

In the meanwhile the Divan assembled, 
despatched couriers in all directions, gave 
orders for the interment of the late Klian 
with all ceremony, and lodged the chief autho- 
rity ad interim in the hands of one of tb^| 
sultans; but, to Tott's great jiidignation, 
they gave Siropolo his passport, and allowed 
liim to return to Wallachia without any 
pediment. 

Wlien the corpse was embalmed, the effect* 
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of poLson were clyar atul in<3ieputable ; but it 
did not appear to tlic Divan to be its interest 
to detect guilt or punish the criminal.* 

The remains of the Khan were conveyed 
to the Crimea with the ceremony and poinp 
customary amongst tlie Tartars upon such 
occasions. 

The coffin was placed in a coach Itung 
with black, diawn by six horses with black 
capaiisons, 

Fifty men on horseback, a number of mir- 
5H18, and one sultan, who t:om.manded the 
escort, all attired in the deepest mourning', 
accompanied the procession to Baksubi- 
Serai. 

After the procession, at a short distance, 
followed a less magnificent coach, in which 
was conveyed the corpse of Seineb, whom 
tender affection and grief for her departed 
lord had carried off on the day of his de- 
cease. For ber also a grave was prepared 
in tbe burial ground of the palace of I^akechi- 
Serai, close to those of other favourites of the 
Khan. 

• M^iuoires do Can>a de Tott, ii. £01. 
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TbuB dictl Krim-Girai, the Ltst great Tarts 
Khan who governed the Taunc peninsula 
before its conqiieBt by Catherine, Czarina oj 



• According to gome of the accounts of one of the most i 
bnit-eil tnnils in lla' iietuctery i>( llie i»alac« at Bakschi-Scra 
the beiiiitit'ul C*iinlcs« Mnric I'oiooki U'posas benoaih it. 
was united by tlir lies of Iovp to the hist Khnn who rc'iKiinl li 
the Crimea 1>ei'or(! it rnns atized by Russia (1783). Aoconlii 
tci other lux'oUDt^ it in tJie Uitnb uf the Inat favourite of Krir 
Oimi. rugehkiu doses liis poem ou tlie " Tbjiini-n Quelle von' 
]iuk:ictii-SL-rai" wlili an ullusion to this tomb, tii wliJdi he folluwa 
tlie iraditian which speakg of it ss a luetuoriiil of Mnry Potookj. 
It coiisietB uf au ocloneulair building on n aquurc pedoBtd, 
siirmoimied by a. cupola. It is adorned with nicliM, oolumnE, 
fkiid a fimall [ortico, anH iiTo^ucea t,a imi'vait^ kSixU (Rovv 
(ie rorient, v. 2$!.) 
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